U.S. History
Name Date

ELLIS ISLAND
Writing Prompt

Imagine you are in line at Ellis Island.
What are some of the things you are
thinking about? Take some time to write
a letter to a friend back home about
your first impressions of America.

.......

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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immigrant is the father of a young child, and he has a
serious health problem. You have to decide whether to
send him back to his home country, or admit him to the
United States. Which do you decide and why?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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Imagine you're a guard at Ellis Island. Your
parents were immigrants. What do you think
about the new immigrants you are guarding?
Do you admire their courage or do you look
down on them because they are poor, dirty
and tired?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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You are a poor immigrant in steerage class on a large
ship. You are seasick, tired and hungry. What is it like
on the ship? What are the smells, the sounds? What is
your bed like? Why are you leaving your home? Do
you regret leaving? What are your hopes for your new
life in the United States?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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Imagine that you are Annie Moore. What is it like to be the first person
to enter the United States through Ellis Island? Are you enjoying your
birthday? Do you miss your home and relatives in Ireland? What are
your hopes for the United States? You have been given a $10 gold
coin for your birthday, a lot of money in 1892. What will you spend it
on?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages

©2005abcteach.com



U.S. History

Name Date

ELLIS ISLAND
Writing Prompt

Do you have an ancestor who came to the United States as an immigrant? Who was it?
What was his or her name? When did he or she come? Why did he or she come?
Where did he or she come from? What did he or she do after arriving in the United
States?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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Maybe you, or someone you know, came to the United States as an immigrant. Write
about the experience. Where did you, or your friend, come from? Why did you or your
friend come? Was it frightening? Were you or your friend happy to come to the United
States at first? What do you or your friend miss most about the old country? What do
you or your friend like most about the United States?

if you need more space to write, you may attach additional pages
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ELLIS ISLAND
Writing Prompt

Imagine you are standing in line at Ellis Island. What are some of the things you are
thinking about? Take some time to write a letter to a friend back home about your first
impressions of America.

Imagine you are a doctor examining an immigrant. The immigrant is the father of a
young child, and he has a serious health problem. You have to decide whether to send
him back to his home country, or admit him to the United States. Which do you decide
and why?

Imagine you're a guard at Ellis Island. Your parents were immigrants. What do you think
about the new immigrants you are guarding? Do you admire their courage or do you
look down on them because they are poor, dirty and tired?

You are a poor immigrant in steerage class on a large ship. You are seasick, tired and
hungry. What is it like on the ship? What are the smells, the sounds? What is your bed
like? Why are you leaving your home? Do you regret leaving? What are your hopes for
your new life in the United States?

You are Annie Moore. What is it like to be the first person to enter the United States
through Ellis Island? Are you enjoying your birthday? Do you miss your home and
relatives in Ireland? What are your hopes for the United States? You have been given a
$10 gold coin for your birthday, a lot of money in 1892. What will you spend it on?

Do you have an ancestor who came to the United States as an immigrant? Who was it?
What was his or her name? When did he or she come? Why did he or she come?
Where did he or she come from? What did he or she do after arriving in the United
States?

Maybe you, or someone you know, came to the United States as an immigrant. Write
about the experience. Where did you, or your friend, come from? Why did you or your
friend come? Was it frightening? Were you or your friend happy to come to the United
States at first? What do you or your friend miss most about the old country? What do
you or your friend like most about the United States?
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