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Introduction and Rationale
Teaching immigration history through literature was the focus of our immigration project.  Historical fiction novels set the foundation for this unit.  These individual novels share immigrant stories throughout American history. Students will learn about the different ethnic groups who have immigrated to America. Opportunities will be given to students to research and discover the many similarities and differences of immigrants.  Concepts taught throughout, will include: push and pull factors for immigrating, the idea of nativism, and how immigration has changed over time.  The history of Ellis Island will also be explored by students.  A variety of pedagogical techniques are incorporated so that elementary teachers can clearly access and utilize the unit in a user-friendly manner.  


We realized that there was a need for a more comprehensive unit to engage students on the topic of immigration.  Our goal was to design a unit that could be easily implemented into the Social Studies curriculum in 3rd through 5th grades.  

Recommended List of Children’s Story Books

a.  Watch the Stars Come Out…R. Levinson (Gr. 1-4)

2.  Angel Child, Dragon Child…MM Stewart (Gr. 3)

3.  Immigrant Child…B. Harvey (Gr. 2-4)

4.  I Was Dreaming to Come to America…(Gr. 5)

5.  Annushka’s Voyage…Edith Tarbesca 

6.  A Picnic in the Harbor…Eve Bunting 

7.  When Jessie Came Across the Sea…Amy Hest

8.  The Keeping Quilt…Patricia Polacco
9.   Streets of Gold…Rosemary Wells

Introductory Activity
Explain to the students that they will be learning about immigrants who left their homes to live in the United States of America.  Ask the students if they know what it means to immigrate to another country.  Ask them if they know of anyone that came to America from another country.  Ask the students if they can think of any reasons someone might leave where they live to come to America.  Ask the students if they can think of ways people may get to America from far away places.  Ask the students if the means of transportation are the sane as they were 150 years ago.  Ask the students if they can determine how people may have made it to America 150 years ago if there were no airplanes to travel on.  

Explain to the students that we will be listening to a book about two sisters coming to America.  The sisters will be traveling alone, leaving their homeland of Russia for a better life in America.  Explain to the students that this story is similar to many other immigrant stories.  Explain to the students that we will also be reading and listening to several similar immigrant stories.  Our hopes are to develop an understanding of what these immigrants experienced along their travels and upon arrival at Ellis Island.

Explain to the students that we will also learn about Ellis Island and the many experiences sheared by immigrants during their stay there.  Ask the students if they’ve ever heard of Ellis Island.  Ask the students if anyone has ever been there while visiting New York.  Ask students to share their experiences and observations while they were there.

Read “Annushka’s Voyage”  by:  Lydia Tarbescue

You may choose any of the readings from the Selected Reading List. 

“Annushku’s Voyage”

Edith Tarbescue
Discussion Questions
Read “Annushka’s Voyage” to the class and follow-up with a classroom discussion using the following questions to generate meaningful dialogue.

Why are Annushka and her younger sister going to America in the beginning of the story?

Where do Annushka and her sister living?

Why did Annushka and Tanya board a train if they were heading to America?

Where was the ship for America leaving from?

How would you describe the living quarters on the ship?

Would you have been scared traveling with so many strangers?

What did the passengers see upon arrival in New York Harbor?

How do think the passengers felt at this time?

Why do you think the passengers needed to be seen by a doctor at Ellis Island?  What were the doctors looking for?

What special items were placed on the dinner table while the girls and Papa had a very special Sabbath dinner?

What do you think the girls did in the coming months while living in America?

Introduction Reading  (Read Aloud)
Activation Activity
“When Jessie Came Across the Sea”

Amy Hest


Start the unit with a read aloud that is grade appropriate.  Select a book from the Recommended Children’s Story Books list.  A classroom discussion about this topic should follow.  

Discussion Questions:

Why did the Grandmother insist Jessie learn to sew?

How did Jessie feel about the Rabbi’s decision to send her to America? 

How did Grandmother feel about the Rabbi’s decision to send Jessie to America?

Why do you think Jessie was chosen to go instead of all the others from the village?

Have you ever been separated from someone close to you?  Parent?  Grandparent?  Friend?  

How did you feel about the separation?

What did Jessie do to pass the time on the ship to America?

How would you feel about traveling with strangers to a destination unknown?

Describe the first three years Jessie lived in America?

Do you think Jessie was happy in America?

What good things come to Jessie at the end of the story?

Introduction Reading (aloud)   Lesson 1


Start the unit with a read aloud that is grade appropriate.  Select a book from the Recommended Children’s Story Books list.  A classroom discussion about this topic should follow.  


Watch the Stars Come Out   Riki Levinson


Discussion Questions:


Why is this book titled “Watch the Stars Come Out?”

How would you feel boarding a boat for a new land knowing it would be only you and your ten year old brother making the voyage?


How do you think you would react to all the rocking of the boat?


Why did the narrators’ brother place marks on his stick?


What did the twenty-three marks on his stick represent?


What did they see on the morning of the twenty-third day?

When the children arrived in America they were checked out by a lady inside a big room.  What was the lady checking them for?

Would you have been scared at this point?  Why or why not?


Did the children in the story become reunited with their parents?


How does this story end?

Activity

“The Keeping Quilt”
Explain to the students that we will be reading a story entitled “The Keeping Quilt”

By Patricia Polacco.  We will also be constructing our own quilts designed with student-made quilt squares representing meaningful items in our own lives.

The quilts will consist of sixteen squares, and will be displayed for all to see.
The teacher will read “The Keeping Quilt” to the class as a read aloud.

Students will have the opportunity to create their own quilt representing all that is important to them and their family. The purpose of the quilt in Patricia Polacco’s story “The Keeping Quilt” is to always remember their home in Russia. 

Students will be asked to create a series of sixteen quilt squares representing family members, traditions, holidays, home, religion, hobbies, celebrations, and foods.  The students will create their own mini-quilt weaving together sixteen personalized squares. 

The squares will be decorated and carefully attached to one another creating a sixteen square quilt.  Students will have the opportunity to share their quilts with the class and explain the meaning of each square and why it is of importance.  The students will have the opportunity to display their quilts in a class book for all to see.
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PRIMES

Powerpoint slideshow located on disk in another file

Also refer to the hard copy binder
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WRITE A CAPTION TO EXPLAIN WHAT YOU THINK IS HAPPENING HERE

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
S.I.G.H.T S  scan for important details.  I identify the conflict or tension.  G guess the creator’s intent or message.  H hear the voices.  T talk or write about your observations.
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What’s Happening Here? Can you hear the voices? In the space provided below, write what you believe is some likely dialogue or thoughts for the people shown in this photograph.

1._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What title would you give this photograph? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1. Who are the people in this picture?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is happening in this picture?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the setting for the photograph?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What other details did you observe?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. When and where in the past do you think the photograph was taken?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Literature Unit

GRADE 3

My America: Home At Last Sofia’s Immigrant Diary
By Kathryn Lasky
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Contents

· Book Summary

· Prediction writing

· Vocabulary Sheets

· Comprehension Questions

· Character Trait Chart
· Poetry activity

· Internet Scavenger Hunt/Map Skills

· Science Activity
Summary of the book

“At last we have an address in America," writes nine-year old Sofia Monari from her Boston home. After almost a month in quarantine in a hospital on Ellis Island, Sofia has been reunited with her family. Papa is working at the Genovese grocery store, Mama is attending English classes, and Sofia is excited about starting school. Sofia likes her third grade teacher, Miss Burnet, and she soon becomes friends with a classmate, Chiarina, who invites her to go to a club for Italian girls. Sofia enjoys being with Chiarina, but it is not the same as it was with Maureen, her best friend from Ellis Island who now lives in Brooklyn. 

When Sofia's baby brother Marco has to make an emergency visit to a doctor, he is seen by Dr. Balboni who is from the same part of Italy as the Monaris. After Marco is treated, Mama makes the doctor a special batch of tortellini. Word gets around about how good it is, and soon Mama is making tortellini to sell at the store. 

The Monaris settle into life in America. Sofia's older sister Gabriella takes sewing classes, her younger brother Luca finds work selling newspapers and shining shoes, and even Sofia gets a job, lighting fires for Jewish neighbors on their Friday Sabbath. Still, Sofia longs to hear from Maureen and worries that something terrible might have happened to her. When a letter does arrive, it is full of sad news: Maureen's mother is ill, her father cannot find work, and the family may have to return to Ireland. 

Summer is hot in Boston and to cool off Sofia and her family often go swimming. After one swimming outing, Sofia becomes very ill from infantile paralysis--a disease that leaves her left leg so weak she must wear a brace and walk with a crutch. For days she has no desire to go anywhere or do anything. Finally, a visit from Dr. Balboni motivates her to get up and go out. He also offers to help Mama and Papa start their own pasta making business. 

Things seem to be going well. Mama and Papa accept Dr. Balboni's offer, Sofia learns that she'll have her beloved teacher Miss Burnet in fifth grade, and she is invited to recite a special poem at the Columbus Day assembly. Then, Sofia learns that Maureen's mother has died, and the O'Malleys are scheduled to go back to Ireland. Sofia is very sad. "I start crying and cannot stop." Mama solves the problem: with Dr. Balboni's help, along with the aid of their old friend Father Finnegan, Maureen's father is persuaded to let her stay in America and live with the Monaris. When Sophia sees her dearest friend once again, she walks straight to her, not even needing her crutch. "Together," she says, "we shall rediscover America, but it will be all new to us!" 
Name___________________________

Prediction Activity

Write a paragraph predicting why you think the book is titled, Home at Last. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Led Discussion Questions
1. If you could use only three words to describe Mrs. Genovese, what words would you choose? Compare your choices with other members of your Discussion Group. Use character trait template.
2. What is the story of the doll's eye that was eaten? What does it tell you about Mrs. Genovese and her daughter Mirella? 

3. Sofia is stricken with an illness known as infantile paralysis. What is this disease and how does a person get it? 

4. Sofia is proud of how quickly she learns English, but her diary also contains Italian words. What do these words or phrases mean? 

arrivederci 



molto arroganza
al dente 




tagliatelle
salumeria 




che cosa straordinaria
una grande nozione 
ciao                                               
5. What is the difference between asking "what job do you want?" and "what do you want to be?" 

6. Why does Dr. Balboni wear a medal around his neck with Saint Christopher on one side and the Star of David on the other? 

7. What is the "withered leg talk" and why does Sofia ask Dr. Balboni to deliver this talk to her mother and father? 

8. What does Maureen O'Malley mean when she tells Sofia that distance in miles counts for nothing when indeed they had shared hearts? 

9. When Sofia's best friend, Maureen O'Malley, comes to live with the Monaris, she arrives on Columbus Day. Why does Sofia call this "a perfect day for Maureen to come here"?
Vocabulary
Name_______________________

Home At Last: Sofia’s Immigrant Diary
Directions: Use the dictionary to define the following vocabulary words.

Pages 3-31

slithers

quarantined 

charitable

astronomy

Vocabulary
Name_______________________

Home At Last: Sofia’s Immigrant Diary
Directions: Use the dictionary to define the following vocabulary words.

Pages 32-64

treadle

baste

criticizing

spectacles

medallion

swooned

schooner

Vocabulary
Name_______________________

Home At Last: Sofia’s Immigrant Diary
Directions: Use the dictionary to define the following vocabulary words.

Pages 65-106

stalky

insignificant  

constellations

infantile

paralysis

withered
perils
influx

Activity 1

Poetry

Sofia memorized the poem "The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere" by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to recite at her school's Columbus Day assembly. 

Find this poem at http://eserver.org/poetry/paul-revere.html and read it. 
Do you think it would be hard to memorize this poem and recite it? Why or why not? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Have your partner and you try to recite the poem.

Activity 2

Internet Scavenger Hunt
View a map of Boston’s North End and locate streets mentioned in the book on the map. 

1) Click on www.google.com
2) Click on Maps tab

3) In the search box type in North End, Boston MA

4) Explore and search for streets of the North End of Boston that Sofia mentioned in her diary.

What street is the Old North Church located on?

________________________________________________

Locate the Copps Hill burial ground.  What street is it located on?

________________________________________________

Can you find Sun and Moon Streets?  What streets intersect with them?

________________________________________________

Locate Hanover Street.  What famous bakery is located there today?

________________________________________________

Locate Parmenter and Salem Streets.  What other streets intersect them?

________________________________________________

Look through your book, can you find streets and/or places Sofia mentioned in her diary?  Search for them look at the street view of these places.

Activity 3

Science: Solar System
When Sofia visits Miss Burnet's home, she learns about astronomy from her father Dr. Burnet. Learn about the following and try to find a photograph to share.  

1) As a group go to www.google.com and search under images.  Print out a copy of each image and label it.  

2) Next, type in the questions “What is _______?” Write the definition under your printed image.

· Perseid

· meteor shower

· nebula 

· Milky Way galaxy

· Orion's belt 
· Cassiopeia
Math Activity

Make Your Own Immigration Graph

Everyone is from somewhere. Find out where your classmates' families originally came from, and compare your results with the national statistics. 

Just follow these steps:

1. Conduct a classroom tally chart. Ask everyone in your class what country or region their families are originally from. 

2. Using the results from the survey/tally chart, bar graph. 

3. Compare your class's results with the national results on the multi-column table provided. 

4. How do your results differ from the national results for different years? 

Name___________________________

Survey each classmate and ask them what country or countries their relatives immigrated from.  Place a tally mark in each country they report.  
	Name of Country
	Tally

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How do your results differ from the national results for different years? 
1850-1859 _____________________________________________________
1990-1999 _________________________________________________

2000 ______________________________________________________

2007______________________________________________________
The year you were born?  ______________________________________
Can you make a prediction of which country you think will have the largest immigrant population for this year?  ___________________________
Hall of Fame


Let’s create a “Hall of Fame” of immigrants who have made important contributions to society. Use your list and choose an immigrant.  Use reference materials from the library and online sources to research and find information.  

 For your “Hall of Fame” submission, provide a photograph or other likeness (drawing) of the person.  Identify their birthplace, when he or she came to America and their country of origin.  Explain in a paragraph his or her accomplishments.

Famous Immigrants: Teacher Copy
Madeleine Albright, Former US Sec.State (Czech Republic)                              

David Beckham (England UK)

Bono (Dublin, Ireland)

Alexander Graham Bell (Scotland)

Albert Einstein (Germany)Physicist

GloriaEstefan  (Cuba)

Greta Garbo (Sweden)

Bob Hope (England)

Yao Ming (China)

Annie Moore (Ireland)

Arnold Schwarzenegger (Austria)

Levia Strauss (Germany)

Baron Von Trapp (Austria)

	

	


Famous Immigrants: Student Copy

Madeleine Albright, Former US Sec.State

David Beckham

Bono

Alexander Graham Bell

Albert Einstein, Physicist

Gloria Estefan

Greta Garbo

Bob Hope

Yao Ming

Annie Moore

Arnold Schwarzenegger

Levia Strauss

Baron Von Trapp

	

	


Name______________________________________
	


Birthplace:  _________________________

What year did he or she come to America?  ________________________________ 

Country of origin: __________________________  

In a paragraph explain your immigrant’s accomplishments:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Create a Class Quilt

Celebrate the cultural backgrounds of your students with a class quilt. Distribute 8-inch squares of white or light-colored construction paper. Using markers or collage materials, have students create an image on their quilt square that represents their family culture. Encourage students to use diverse materials and themes such as photographs, food packaging, or recipes. Reinforce their squares with cardboard, if necessary. When all squares are ready, use a hole punch to make holes around the edges. Lace the quilt panels together with yarn. Display the finished quilt and invite students to explain their panels to the class.

Classroom Geography 

Use this activity to visually identify connections students have to other countries in the world. Display a large map of the world or create one using an overhead projector. Have students draw self-portraits or bring in a photo of themselves. Place the pictures around the border of the map. Have each student stretch a piece of yarn from his or her picture to a country or region where his or her ancestors lived, and secure it with push pins. You may want to color code the yarn by country, continent, or world region. Take time to discuss the finished map.

Carousel Activity: Closure Activity to the Unit
· What do the following words mean: immigrate, emigrate and migrate? 

· What are some reasons people immigrate? 

· Why is America a popular destination for immigrants? 

· How has America changed as a result of immigration? 

· What are some of the obstacles that an immigrant faced?

·  Who were some famous immigrants that made important contributions to America? 

· What are some of the differences that immigrants faced in the past compared with immigrants today?

Literature Unit

    Grade 4


Contents
· Book Summary
· Immigration KWL chart

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension Questions

· Discovery Education Video   clips/worksheet

· Project Menu

Book Summary

"I am thinking all the time how this is like a nightmare come true... I thought until now drowning was the worst thing I could imagine. But this, this quarantine is worse..." These are the words of nine-year-old Sofia Monari who has just landed in America after sailing with her family from Italy. When the Monaris’ arrive at Ellis Island in February of 1903, everyone is cleared for entry except Sofia. She is separated from her family and placed in a hospital for people considered too ill to enter the country. There, the nurses and doctors are either too busy or too mean to care about the patients; the food is strange; and Sofia feels totally alone. "To have no one to tell you where your family is or if you will ever see them again is indeed a kind of death." 

Fortunately, Sofia soon meets someone her own age, Maureen O'Malley from Ireland. Even though they don't speak each other's language, they soon become great friends. Together they explore the hospital and befriend two of the other patients, Mr. Joe and Mademoiselle Coco. A mysterious visitor suddenly begins leaving treats for the girls, and they are determined to learn his identity. He is Rafi, a gypsy orphan boy, who "knows everything about the place." 

As the days pass, Sofia becomes more and more frustrated. She says, "no one understands us... I cannot believe that these people are all human beings. Doesn't anyone believe that we are children,that we belong with our families?" When they learn that their identifying papers have been lost, Sofia and Maureen worry that they'll never leave the hospital. Then they meet Father Finnegan, a priest who investigates their situation, locates their immigration records, and arranges for them to be released. Sofia and Maureen are overjoyed to see their families once again! "At last," Sofia writes, "we are in their arms. Maureen and I are home and free at last." 

Project Menu

Write a letter to your parents from the point of view of Sofia or Maureen. Describe what your experience is like being in quarantine.

Create a poster showing what the voyage by sea to America must have been like.

Research reasons for why Sofia and her family would have emigrated from Italy in the year 1903.  Create a poem, song, or short paper that demonstrates these reasons.

Research reasons for why Maureen and her family would have emigrated from Ireland in the year 1903.  Create a poem, song, or short paper that demonstrates these reasons.

With a small group act out your favorite scene from the book.
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Pages 3-18

1. Why did the Monari family leave Italy to start new lives in America? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are some facts about the Statue of Liberty that Sofia learns on her trip to America?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Sofia dreams of her favorite foods. She has "tomato dreams" and "tortellini dreams." What would you dream about if you had a "favorite food dream?”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Sofia keeps track of all the new English words she learns while at Ellis Island. Her diary also has Italian words. What do these words or phrases mean?

soppressata-____________________________________________________________________________________________________

un stommaco di ferro

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

no grazie

Salsa pomodoro

la campenella di Sofia


__________________________________________________

5. What do you think will happen when Sofia and her family arrive at Ellis Island?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________


Date: _________

Website: www.discoveryeducation.com
Segments: The Statue of Liberty (2:31)

Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island: Two of America’s Best Known Landmarks (1:07)

Directions: Find at least five facts about the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.







____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pages 19-36

1. Define the following words:

trachoma-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

quarantine-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

guttering-

2. What is the “Golden Door”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is Sofia in quarantine?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe what life is like for Sofia in quarantine.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who is Maureen O’Malley?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How do the nurses treat Mr. Joe? Why is he in quarantine?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why does Sofia “hate” the Statue of Liberty?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pages 37-55

1. Define the following vocabulary words:

gypsy

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

stowaway

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

hash

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think Maureen and Sofia take such good care of Mr. Joe?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who is Mademoiselle Coco? Why is she is quarantine?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe Rafi.  Where does he get all of the “goodies”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Where does Rafi take Maureen and Sofia?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pages 56-91

1.What is the "thieves market?" 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is wrong with Mr. Joe?  How do Maureen and Sofia comfort him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain why Father Finnegan decides to stay on Ellis Island. How does he help Sofia, Maureen, and Mademoiselle Coco get out of quarantine? What role does Rafi play in all of this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Sofia first considers Nancy a "Nice Nurse." How does her opinion of Nancy change? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Fourth Grade Literature Selection

This selection will be read by the fourth graders throughout the unit.  This is a story of young Shirley Temple Wong, and her introduction and final assimilation into the American culture while living in the Brooklyn, New York. Young Shirley comes across the ocean from the land of China, where she finds herself faced with learning about an entirely new way of life.  The life story of young Shirley very nicely parallels the current changes in American culture.  Shirley identifies with the struggles and obstacles faced by her new found hero Jackie Robinson.

A Literature Study Guide can be found within the hard copy of this unit.
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A Study Guide
~ Written By Marcia Tretler

Edited by Joyce Friedland and Rikki Kessler

LEARNING LINKS INC.
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For the Teacher

A

This reproducible study guide consists of le’ésons to use in conjunction with a
specific novel. Written in chapter-by-chapter format, the guide contains a Synopsis,
pre-reading activities, vocabulary and comprehension exercises, as well as extension
activities to be used as follow-up to the novel.

In a homogeneous classroom, whole class instruction with one title is ap-
propriate. In a heterogeneous classroom, reading groups should be formed: each group
works on a different novel onits reading level. Depending upon the length of time devoted
to reading in the classroom, each novel, with its guide and accompanying lessons, may
be completed in three to six weeks.

Begin using NOVEL-TIES for reading development by distributing the novel
and a folder to each child. Distribute duplicated pages of the study guide for students to
place in their folders. After examining the cover and glancing through the book, students
can participate in several pre-reading activities. Vocabulary questions should be con-
sidered prior to reading a chapter; all other work should be done after the chapter has
been read. Comprehension questions can be answered orally or in writing. The class-
room teacher should determine the amount of work to be assigned, always keeping in
mind that readers must be nurtured and that the ultimate goal is encouraging students’
ove of reading.

The benefits of using NOVEL-TIES are numerous. Students read good litera-
_ture in the original, rather than in abridged or edited form. The good reading habits,

ormed by practice in focusing on interpretive comprehension and literary techniques,
will be transferred to the books students read independently. Passive readers become

active, avid readers.

Novel-Ties® are printed on recycled paper.

The purchase of this study guide entitles an individual teacher to reproduce pages for
use in a classroom. Reproduction for use in an entire school or school system or for commercial
use is prohibited. Beyond the classroom use by an individual teacher, reproduction, trans-
mittal or retrieval of this work is prohibited without written permission from the publisher.

Copyright ©1988, 1994, 1998 by LEARNING LINKS INC.
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and then by train across the United States, to her new home in New York.

This new home both fascinates and puzzles Shirley. Not only is there a new
language to learn, there are new customs to understand as well. At first, the other
children welcome Shirley politely, but as soon as they realize how unfamiliar she is with
American ways, they ignore her.

Ironically, Shirley makes a friend as a result of a fight with one of her
classmates. When she refuses to move away from a stickball game, Mabel blackens
Shirley’s eyes in the ensuing melee. Shirley then Inadvertently endears herself to Mabel
by keeping the fight a secret from the Wongs and from the police.

Shirley becomes fascinated with baseball and develops an intense admiration
for Jackie Robinson, the first African-American major league baseball player. Nothing

have a baby, the first Wong to be born in America.

At the school assembly Shirley realizes that both she and Jackie Robinson are
symbols of opportunity in America — Jackie Robinson as the first African American to
play for a major league team and Shirley as a sister to a botential President of the United
States. Vowing never to forget her roots in China, Shirley surveys the auditorium and
appreciates what a memorable year 1947 hag been.

LEARNING LINKS INC. 1





GRADE 5
Literature Unit

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Elvira Woodruff
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Activities

1. Pre-Reading Activity:  How would you feel if you were an immigrant in the year 1908?

2. Do you know Italian?

3. Character Traits of Dominic

4. Vocabulary Units and Assessments

5. Comprehension Questions




The Orphan of Ellis Island

By Elvira Woodruff

Book Summary


“Dominic Cantori is an orphan.  Ashamed of his situation, Dominic avoids making friends for fear of exposing his terrible secret.  One day on a class trip to Ellis Island, a tour guide asks everyone about their families.  Immediately, Dominic flees from the class and hides in a closet, where he falls asleep.


When he wakes up, the museum is deserted.  Lonely and afraid, he picks up one display telephone after another.  He listens to the recorded voices of immigrants who describe their lives in faraway countries and their journeys to Ellis Island.  To Dominic’s surprise, the voice of an old Italian immigrant speaks directly to him!  And before he knows it, he’s transported back in time—to Italy in 1908.


In Elvira Woodruff’s poignant time-travel novel, an Italian-American boy unlocks the door to his past, and he discovers just what it feels like to be loved by his own family.”




The Orphan of Ellis Island

By Elvira Woodruff

Book Summary


“Dominic Cantori is an orphan.  Ashamed of his situation, Dominic avoids making friends for fear of exposing his terrible secret.  One day on a class trip to Ellis Island, a tour guide asks everyone about their families.  Immediately, Dominic flees from the class and hides in a closet, where he falls asleep.


When he wakes up, the museum is deserted.  Lonely and afraid, he picks up one display telephone after another.  He listens to the recorded voices of immigrants who describe their lives in faraway countries and their journeys to Ellis Island.  To Dominic’s surprise, the voice of an old Italian immigrant speaks directly to him!  And before he knows it, he’s transported back in time—to Italy in 1908.


In Elvira Woodruff’s poignant time-travel novel, an Italian-American boy unlocks the door to his past, and he discovers just what it feels like to be loved by his own family.”

Name:  ______________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Pre-Reading Activity

How would you feel if you were an immigrant traveling across the ocean to America in the year 1908?  What would you bring with you and why?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image18.jpg]Character Trait Chart

Character:

Main Character Trait:

Directions: Write the character’'s main personality trait or attribute in the center. Find
four pieces of evidence in the text which reveal the trait or attribute. Write the evidence
on the lines provided. (Include the page number on which you found the evidence.)
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[image: image19.jpg]Character Trait Chart

Directions: In the left-hand column, write the character traits of the one of the characters in the story.
In the right-hand column, list how the trait is revealed in the text. (Traits can be revealed
by events, actions, words, thoughts, attitudes, and feelings.)

Character:

Trait Revealed by... |

Character Traits Word Bank

adventurous, afraid, ambitious, arrogant, bad, bold, bossy, brainy, brave, brilliant,

calm, careful, careless, charming, cheerful, childish, cowardly, cruel, curious,

demanding, depressed, dishonest, eager, easygoing, energetic, evil, faithful, fearless,
foolish, friendly, funny, gentle, giving, gloomy, graceful, greedy, guilty, happy,

healthy, helpful, honest, hopeful, imaginative, impatient, impolite, innocent, inventive,
intelligent, jealous, kind, lazy, lonely, loving, loyal, lucky, mature, mean, mysterious,
nervous, nice, noisy, obedient, peaceful, pleasant, polite, poor, proud, quiet, responsible,
rough, rowdy, rude, sad, scared, selfish, serious, shy, silly, sly, smart, sneaky, spoiled,
strange, sweet, talented, thoughtful, thoughtless, trusting, trustworthy, unfriendly, unhappy,
upset, warm, weak, wicked, wise, worried, zany

© 2006 Education Oasis™ http://www.educationoasis.com May be reproduced for classroom use only.





Name:  _____________________________________
The Orphan of Ellis Island

Do You Know Italian?

Write down what you think each of the Italian words below mean.

1. Ciao  



_____________________

2. Il malocchio  

_____________________

3. Mangia


_____________________

4. Padrone


_____________________

5. Buon giorno


_____________________

6. Biscotti


_____________________

7. Famiglia


_____________________

8. Piazza


_____________________

Now, as we go over the vocabulary in class, write down the correct meaning of each word.  See how many you guess correctly!
1. Ciao  



_____________________

2. Il malocchio  

_____________________

3. Mangia


_____________________

4. Padrone


_____________________

5. Buon giorno


_____________________

6. Biscotti


_____________________

7. Famiglia


_____________________

8. Piazza


_____________________

Name:  ___________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary

Chapters 1-3
1.  cadence pg.5:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. bristly pg. 6: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. muffled pg. 7: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. sternly pg. 8: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. object pg. 11: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. wary pg. 11: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7. straggled pg. 12: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8. jeers pg. 13: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9. ridicule pg. 13: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10. conspicuously pg. 14: ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary

Chapters 4-9

1.  terraced pg. 31: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. tapestry pg. 31: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. poppies pg. 31: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. sympathy pg. 34: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5. gypsies pg. 38: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Use each of the vocabulary words in a sentence below.

1.  ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Chapters 10-13

Vocabulary

Use context clues to determine the definition of each word.  Write your definition on the lines.

1.  demurely pg. 42:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  bleat pg. 43:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  contentment pg. 43______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  blight pg. 46:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  bushels pg. 46:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  coaxed pg. 51:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  pungent pg. 52:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8.  lye pg. 54:    ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9.  concertina pg. 58:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10.  crimson pg. 60:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

11. manure pg. 61:    ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

 Name:  _____________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Chapters 14-18

Vocabulary

Use context clues to determine the definition of each word.  Write your definition on the lines.

1.  genuinely pg. 68:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  commotion pg. 69:______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  vindictive pg. 79:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  sponsors pg. 82:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  seldom pg. 95:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Use each of the vocabulary words in a sentence below.

1.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ____________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island
Vocabulary
Chapters 19-23
1.  quell pg. 97:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  fantasia pg. 97:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  ornate pg. 98:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  wary pg. 98:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  relics pg. 100: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  beckoned pg. 100:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  canopy pg. 100:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8.  cobbler pg. 105:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write sentences choosing 5 vocabulary words from above.  Make sure to use context clues.

1.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  _____________________________________________________________________

Name:  ________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary

Chapters 24-33

1.  arbor pg. 125:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  inconsolable pg. 125: __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  diversion pg. 126:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  gruff pg. 128:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  gangplank pg. 131:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  parcels pg. 134:  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  cavernous pg. 135:  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Choose 3 vocabulary words and write sentences using these words below.  Make sure to use context clues.

1. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:  _______________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 1-3

1.  cadence
____


a.  firm, strict, or uncompromising

2.  bristly 
____


b.  to prevent sound

3.  muffled 
____


c.  to stray

4.  sternly
____


d.  rhythmic flow of a sequence of sounds






or words

5.  object
____


e.  firm, strict, or uncompromising

6.  wary
____


f.  covered with short, stiff coarse hairs

7.  straggled
____


g.  to make fun of

8.  jeers
____


h.  easily seen or noticed

9.  ridicule
____


i.  to express disapproval, dislike, or distaste

10.  conspicuously ____

j.  watchful; being on guard against danger

Use five vocabulary words to create your own sentences.  Make sure you use context clues!

1.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ____________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 4-9

1.  terraced
____


a.  a plant with red flowers

2.  tapestry 
____


b.  a raised level with a vertical or sloping






front or sides

3.  poppies 
____


c.  a person who moves from one place to






another

4.  sympathy ____


d.  a fabric made of multi-colored threads






woven together

5.  gypsies
____


e.  the sharing of feelings of another,






especially in sorrow or trouble

Use the vocabulary words from above to complete the sentences.

1. The ______________ travelled all over the country seeking out new business opportunities.

2. The unique ________________ is a nice addition to my living room and adds so much color to the décor.

3. The spring weather has brought back the _________________ that add a splash of red to my garden.

4. The __________________ hillsides look beautiful as we look down from our airplane.

5. I showed my sister ___________________ when her pet hamster died.

Name:  ______________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 10-13
1.  demurely

_______
a.  to attempt to influence by gentle






persuasion

2.  bleat

_______
b.  the state of being satisfied

3.  contentment
_______
c.  to cause wither or decay

4.  blight

_______
d.  characterized by shyness and modesty

5.  bushels

_______
e.  a large unit of measure

6.  coaxed

_______
f.  animals’ refuse used as fertilizer

7.  pungent

_______
g.  the cry of a sheep, goat, or calf

8.  lye


_______
h.  a deep purplish-red color

9.  concertina
_______
i.  sharply affecting the organs of taste or






Smell

10.  crimson

________
j.  a highly concentrated solution of






potassium hydroxide or sodium hydroxide

11.  manure

________
k.  a musical instrument resembling an






accordion, but having button-like keys

Use five vocabulary words to create your own sentences.  Make sure you use context clues!

1.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  __________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 14-18
1.  genuinely
_________

a.  a person who vouches or is







responsible for a person or thing

2.  commotion
_________

b.  real or authentic

3.  vindictive
_________

c.  on only a few occasions; rarely

4.  sponsors

_________

d.  violent or tumultuous motion

5.  seldom

_________

e.  disposed or inclined to revenge;







vengeful

Use the vocabulary words from above to complete the sentences.

1. The students who want to participate in the Jump Rope-athon need to find 10 ______________ who will make donations to the American Heart Association.

2. The boy was ______________ thrilled to open his new video game system on Christmas morning.

3. The fire alarm caused much ___________________ as the students and teachers all filed out of the school.

4. My brother was acting ___________________ when he cut my doll’s hair off after I had mistakenly eaten his candy bar.

5. It is ______________ that we have no homework in Math!

Name:  _____________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 19-23

1.  quell
_________


a.  an irregular form or style of music

2.  fantasia
_________


b.  a person who mends shoes

3.  ornate
_________


c.  watchful; being on guard against







danger

4.  wary
_________


d.  to lure or entice

5.  relics
_________


e.  to suppress; to put an end to

6.  beckoned

_________

f.  elaborately adorned, often







excessively or showily so

7.  canopy
_________


g.  a surviving memorial of something







Past

8.  cobbler
_________


h.  a rooflike projection or covering


Use five vocabulary words to create your own sentences.  Make sure you use context clues!

1.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Vocabulary Test

Chapters 24-33

1.  arbor

________
a.  cannot be comforted

2.  inconsolable
_______
b.  cavelike

3.  diversion

_______
c.  a latticework bower intertwined with






climbing vines

4.  gruff

_______
d.  a package

5.  gangplank
_______
e.  distraction from attention

6.  parcels

_______
f.  low and harsh; hoarse

7.  cavernous
_______
g. a flat plank or small, movable, bridgelike






structure for use by people boarding or 






leaving a ship

Use five vocabulary words to create your own sentences.  Make sure you use context clues!

1.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Comprehension Questions

Chapters 1-6

1.How does Dominic feel about his new class?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.Why does Dominic move around so much?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.Why was Dominic so nervous and ashamed when the Ellis Island Park Ranger asked the students to share their family histories?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.What did Dominic do to avoid the embarrassment on the field trip?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.What happened to Dominic after he hid from his class?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.What was the strange thing about the final phone that Dominic picked up?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.What do you think Francesco Candiano meant when he said, “Open your heart and all that you need shall be yours?” (page 29)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Comprehension Questions

Chapters 7-11

1.  What has happened to Dominic?  Where is he?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.Who did Dominic meet in this new place?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.What did Dominic’s new friends think happen to him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.What did Dominic lose that was so important to him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.What does Dominic and his new friends have in common?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.What is Father Tomaso’s plans for the boys’ future?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  _________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Comprehension Questions

Chapters 12-16

1.  How does Dominic feel about being a part of this new family?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.How did the boys handle the unexpected encounter in the orchard?  What happened?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What did Dominic do to get the boys out of their precarious situation in the orchard?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.What did Francesco say to Dominic to show his gratitude?  How did this make Dominic feel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.What news did Father Tomaso have for the boys?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.How did the boys feel about his news?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.What happened to Randizzi?  Who is being blamed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.What is the plan to keep the boys safe?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Comprehension Questions

Chapters 20-26

1.  What is the story behind the “fingernails of St. Sebastian” and how did Pasquale think this was going to help Salvatore?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What did Dominic notice hanging from Salvatore’s neck?  What do you think this means?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.What does Salvatore have that is making him so sick?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.What was Salvatore afraid of?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.What did Dominic mean when he commented to Father Tomaso, “But the best doesn’t always happen” and why do you think he said this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.What did Francesco offer to Dominic as they fell asleep in the barn?  How do you think this made Dominic feel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.What were Dominic’s feelings as he approached the ship, New Amsterdam?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Describe the scene around the ship, New Amsterdam.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.What couldn’t make the journey to America with Francesco, Dominic, and Antonio?  Why do you think this is so?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.Describe the room in which the boys were to sleep during their journey on the New Amsterdam.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Comprehension Questions

Chapters 27-33

1. Why does Antonio want to be fat?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.What does Dominic think they should do about the poor conditions on the ship?  Why does Francesco think this is a bad idea?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.How many days did it take the New Amsterdam to reach land?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.Why did the skyline of New York City look so different to Dominic?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.Who were the button-hook men and what were their jobs?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Who wore Salvatore’s key as they disembarked the ship in America?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Describe the scene at Ellis Island.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.Why were the boys being called by the last name, Cantori?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What did Dominic conclude about his family and the significance of the key?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.What really happened to Dominic and caused him to go back to 1908?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.How does Dominic feel about his family’s history now?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

Chapter 26

How would you feel if you were an immigrant on board the New Amsterdam?  Describe how you would feel leaving your homeland.  What might you experience on your journey across the ocean?  Support your answer with details you have learned from the story.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________________________

The Orphan of Ellis Island

A reoccurring phrase in the book was, “Open your heart, little one and all that you need shall be yours.”  What do you think this phrase means to Dominic?  Use details from the book to support your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daily Lesson Plan Template
	Teacher                                                         Course/Subject: Research and Composition

	Grade(s)   5                             #students                          # with IEP, 504

	Date and length of class                                

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)

Immigration/Make a Family Tree:  While reading the book, Orphan of Ellis Island by Elvira Woodruff, the students will research their own family histories and create a family tree using a web-based program.


	Materials/Resources Needed

· The Orphan of Ellis Island by Elvira Woodruff

· Data collection sheets

· Classroom-generated list of interview questions and Family Group Sheet

· Computer with internet in order to access the Family Tree Generator on http://kids.familytreemagazine.com/kids/FamilyTreeForm.asp


	Learning Standards Addressed (from MA Curriculum Frameworks or Local Standards)

Composition-23.7:  Group related ideas and place them in logical order when writing summaries or reports.

Composition-23.8:  Organize information about a topic into a coherent paragraph with a topic sentence, sufficient detail, and concluding sentence.

Composition-25.3:  Use prescribed criteria from a scoring rubric to evaluate compositions, recitations, or performances before presenting them to an audience.



	Lesson Objectives (If applicable, include specific high level skills and concepts.)

By the end of the lesson, students will create family trees and written reports on their families’ histories based on their own family research.


	

	Instructional Strategies: Acquisition and Consolidation of Skills/Knowledge (Explanation, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided and Independent Practice)

1. The teacher will ask students the question:  What is a family tree?  Teacher will lead discussion to guide students to understand the meaning of a family tree.  The teacher will then show her/his own family tree to students to show them an example.

2. Discuss how the main character Dominic Cantori does not know any information about his own family.  How does this make him feel?  The teacher will ask students what they know about their own family history.  Some students will know more than others.

3. Explain to students that they will be responsible for interviewing their own families to learn about their family histories.  Either as a whole class or in small groups, have students generate questions to ask of their immediate families.  Go over the questions as a whole class, then have each student write down their questions on the All About My Family worksheets and Family Group Sheets.

4. Students will have one-week to interview their family members and compile their answers to the class-generated questions and other information.

5. In school, students will access the website:  http://kids.familytreemagazine.com/kids/FamilyTreeForm.asp . The students will follow the prompts and use the information on the Family Group Sheet to create their own family tree.  It is important to note that the students must enter their data and print their family tree as soon as they are complete as the program does not allow students to save their data.  If students do not know exactly all of the information from the Family Group Sheets, they can still complete the web-based family tree.

[image: image20.png]my family tree





6. After students have completed their family tree, they will now generate a written report on their family history.  Students are to make sure they use the class-generated list of questions as their guide to reporting their family history.



	

	Assessment/ Evidence of Learning

1. Students will be assessed on the completion of their family tree using the web-based program and the printed family tree.

2. Students will be assessed on their written family histories based on the teacher-created rubric that is generated based on the class-generated interview questions.
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Name:  __________________________________

Date:  _________________

All About My Family

Use the list of questions generated in class to find out information about your family.

Q 1:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 1:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 2:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 2:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 3:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 3:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 4:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 4:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 5:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 5:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 6:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 6:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 7:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 7:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 8:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 8:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 9:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 9:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Q 10:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A 10:  _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity

Letters Home


Students will have the opportunity to read authentic letters written by actual immigrants.  This collection of letters represents a collection of letters written to family members and loved ones back home to foreign nations of origin.  The students will read letters and make notes based on the writing prompts that follow.

What is the purpose of these letters?

What advice do relatives in America send to their families back home?

Does life seem difficult for the immigrants writing the letters?

What emotions do most immigrants seem to share with one another?

Is there any mention of wages earned in America during the time of the letters?

Is there any discussion about difficulties finding work for the immigrants writing the letters?

What is the overall mood of the majority of the letters?

Travel instructions from Abraham Tangruza to his wife in PolandNew York, 
November 1890

To my wife, Toba,

Every Thursday there is a ship sailing from Hamburg to New York. I wrote in the papers that Maier is 3 years old and Anna is 1. This, you will have to tell them in the office in Hamburg. You have to hold on to that ticket with the address of the travel agency. When you get off the train in Hamburg, a policeman will show you the way to the office. Everything from Hamburg to New York is prepaid. Do not pay any more. And should You have to pay any way, then ask for a receipt because in Hamburg they are all robbers and thieves. And my dear, take from home the kinds of things that do not spoil easily. Everything else you can get in Hamburg. Do what the others will do. And we will meet You in Castle Garden. All we need to know is when the ship sets sail from Hamburg. Even though You may have a hard time in Hamburg, You must manage somehow with the money You have because I am not able to send You any more. Otherwise You will have to remain in Europe longer. Let my father take You to the train and send You off. I shall be grateful to him. The end. 

Travel instructions from John Cybulski to his wifeBaiting Hollow,
February 16, 1891 

Dear Wife,

I received your letter today in good health, which I wish for you too, from God, from the depths of my heart. You wrote that I should send you a steamship ticket. I hurry to answer to tell you that I have done as you requested. I will mail that steamship ticket from New York on the 20th of February, that is, four days after this letter. Later I will also send you a little money for the trip. The steamship ticket I will send to you myself in a registered letter, but the money I will have to send to you through an agency. The steamship ticket and the money may not arrive at the same time. But you can wait a few days for the money. The steamship ticket will probably arrive first because the money has to be exchanged many times over in the agencies, so don’t worry and do not listen to anyone. As soon as you receive the Steamship ticket and the money, get ready and come to America to me. Don’t wait for anything. You do not need to take with you any packsaddles, that is, any traveling bags aside from clothing for the trip. If you have any bedding, then sell it. And now I remind you, dear wife, that when you receive everything from the post office that I will send to you, then remain sober and wise because there are many who don’t respect the property of others, especially so in Poland.

John

August Gar to his parents in PolandCleveland,
January 4, 1891 

My dearest Parents, 

It has been a long time already since You received a letter from me. I wanted to send You some money but I still do not have any extra because I did not work very much during the summertime. And now it is not going too well either. I worked today but I do not know if I will live through tomorrow. I have to try to put some money aside in the event that there will be no work; but I am unable to put aside much money. I make 8 dollars a week, but I have to pay 3 1/2 dollars a week for room and board and you know how much I have left. If I will work throughout the winter, then I will send You some money for the trip, but not until spring. I cannot be without money because one cannot tell how things will be like here.

August

M. Goodstein to his Aunt in PolandSan Bernardino,
November 28, 1890 

... This past 4 November, it was exactly one year since I left home. On 4 December I arrived in New York and on the 12th I reached San Bernadino. I can tell You for sure that I should have left home 15 years earlier. It would have been much better for me, a thousand times better because I am not able even to describe it to You, how I looked at first and how different I look now. I do not want to write about it because if I start I may never finish with it. I would like to ask the people at home just this one question: why is it forbidden for a young man to take a walk with a girl, to talk to her and to become acquainted with her. I do not consider it a sin, and I did not find it in the Gemora to be a sin either. Only You, the Polish people, are so backward and as a result when this type of young man arrives here, he is called a “greener,” and in Germany, “Polish” or “Russian pig.” This is the truth.

I do not mean to insult You, but it is especially true that in Your small towns within a half hour everything is known all over and becomes gossip. And so when a young man from there arrives here, what kind of an impression does he make? First, he cannot open his mouth because he does not know the language. Then, when he gets together with people, he does not know how to behave and how to have a good time. So people make fun of him. I can understand it because first, he is not able to talk, and then, he is not able to eat because he is not used to this kind of food . He also does not know how to hold a knife or a fork or a table napkin. And he does not know how to sing or raise a toast in company. At home we only used to say, “Lehayim.” At home we only sang zmires. And he does now know how to dance because I have never seen anyone dance or play at home because people would open their mouths in wonder. They would not go to the theater because this, too, was considered a sin. And as far as dress at home – one used to put on a shirt and a scarf around one’s neck and this was all. Here, however, one has to have different clothes for the summer and for the winter. The same is true for women. 

In our store, we also sell women’s dresses and even underwear. And it may happen that a young man has to sell to some young girl some such things or whatever. We also sell, here, undershirts, shirts, collars, fine ties, pocket watches, top hats and overcoats. All this the young man was not acquainted with at home. So here he is shown everything like a small child. And people laugh at him. I am not telling this, God forbid, about myself. When I arrived here, I was already different. The only thing was that I could not speak English, but now this is all already behind me... 
Rachel-Lea Gottlieb to her brother

New York, 
April 6, 1891 

...You should not think that the streets in America are paved with gold. One must work much harder there than in Poland. The only things is that if one is not lazy, one can have a much better life here than in Poland.

Rachel-Lea

Kazimiz Graboski to his parents regarding his sister's trip to America Reading,
March 15, 1891 

...Now you, our dear parents, write that my sister, your daughter Marianne, is going to leave for America, but only under the conditions that you find out how much money she will need for the trip. If father is of that mind, to give her money for the trip, then you can have her leave, she will need 80 rubles. You ask, dear parents, if she will have it good here and if she will live a good life here, You need not be worried about that because there is no comparison between America and that foul Russian country. And when she is going to get ready to leave for America, then she must take whatever bed linens she has and whatever clothing she has because one can wear everything in America, the same as in the old country. She should bring a large shawl for me and for herself, and a parasol for me and for herself, and my books, especially the prayer books. In one word, all that I left behind.

Kazimiz

S. Kazmirkiewicz to his family regarding travel

St. Vincent Seminary (Westmoreland, PA)

Now dear szwagier, take with you about two cooked geese, if you have them, for the trip, a few ducks or roasted chickens, and about 2 loaves of brown bread because on the ocean liner you will not be able to eat that which they will give to you. Also, take about 2 long homemade sausage – well smoked, peppered and made with garlic and if you like, the fresh sausage, then take the fresh. If not, then cook the smoked; but, it must be smoked first of all because it would otherwise spoil on the steamship. Take a few hard cheeses, and when you arrive in Bremen near the ocean, then buy for yourselves about 2 quarts of good vodka which will be like medicine for you on the steamship. On it you will not have an appetite for eating. Take about one bottle of drops, but you can do all of that before you board the steamship... 

You must hurry as quickly as possible for the ocean liner or the steamship, so that you will pick out for yourselves a good spot. As soon as you board the ocean liner, the first steps down you will see shelves like footbridges on one side and on the other side there are beds. Pick out for yourselves the very first beds near the steps on which you descend. Take the lower berth of the footbridge because on top all of the smells linger on , that is, on the highest bunks. Hurry quickly, take the straw mattresses from the floor if there are none on the beds and put them on your bed, because near the end of the ocean liner it rocks the most.

Mattaus Kowalski to his wife, instructions for travel

Middletown, 
February 23

...For the ocean liner, take with you only sugar. tea and anodyne so that you will be able to care for yourself when you are unable to eat the food provided on the ship. As to clothing, do not take with you too many things, only the best and also two pillows. You should not burden yourself with too much because I do not know how you would run to the border.

Mattaus

Maker Kroneski, to his mother on misery in America

Schenectaday,
March 16, 1891

Dear mother, 

Stay in the old country and once a day you will eat and you will be healthier than in America. For me, if the Lord God bestows health on me, then I will come back to the old country in the fall. In America, too, there is much poverty developing and it will get even worse. Many people are without work; there is no work to be had. The one who works, works and the one who is idle curses his life. It would have been better if I had gotten lost; it would have been better if I had drowned at sea; that is how it is in America.

Maker

Julian Kszseszowski to friend on work in America

Nanticoke,
February 10, 1891

Here they select workers just as they pick out beasts at the market in the old country, or as they do for the army – just as long as they are strong and healthy; that is how they deal with people. But it is true, that if one is strong, young, healthy, and industrious, then he can make 100 rubles a month; but he also has to know how to speak American. One can make a ruble here much faster than one can make a half ruble in an entire summer there [Poland]. And one does not reach one’s goal quickly, because one does not know the language, and that is important for everyone. But if someone has the desire and he can afford to, he should not be afraid to come. But he must be strong and energetic, and he must live in a good neighborhood, have a good address, and have a friend so that he would not make out as I did... America is the richest country [in the world], but all of its wealth is in the earth; that is why work is so hard everywhere [here]. . .But everyone can come here without any hesitation and can make a grosz more quickly here than there...

Julian

Marcianna Dwiatkowska to her daughter, travel instructions

Philadelphia, 
April 24 1891

... When you are traveling, Dear Daughter, do not buy yourself any arak for the trip, only buy yourself some dishes, a small pot and a small cup. When you arrive in Hamburg, agents will want a great deal of money from you yet. Even if you have it, do not hand it over; just say that your tickets are already prepaid, “my mother paid.” If they will absolutely not yield, then pay at the most 2 marks. As to the rest, do not let on what you have to anyone. Whatever clothing you have, take with you, even your everyday shawl because it will come in handy for you on the ocean liner. Thus, you would not wear out the new one because you will need it here in America, just as in Poland. Now, dear daughter, If you sold the featherbed and not the pillows, then bring the pillows with you . . . buy yourself a pair of shoes with buttons, if you have good ones, then do not buy any. Do not worry about money because I sent some for you to Karpinska where the steamship ticket will be, this is in Golub, I send you 24 marks and you will have enough. 

Now, Dear Daughter begin the journey with God, prepare yourself with confessions because it is a horrible journey. You will have to travel across several thousand miles of water, but do not be afraid of anything; always keep God in your heart and God will guide you safely to me ...

Mother

Joseph and Josephine Lipinski to her sister and brother-in-law

Scranton, 
February 21, 1891 

...perhaps it will be possible for us to see each other at least once a year. However, it will be difficult as it is not a question of [spending] those few dollars; but rather it is that great horrible ocean which is frightful for us, because at the very thought of that water, death looms up before our eyes. I do not know how to tell you what terror and misery we had suffered before we reached America. But now that fear is already over. Only we are still afraid to go back to the old country because, as of now, we are getting along fairly well in America. A man does not have to work as hard as he did in the old country; and he can live better and earn more money here than with you in the old country. I work in a coal mine (i.e.?) deep. I work very deep under the ground – several hundred lokiec – from 7 in the morning until 2, and sometimes 3 in the afternoon. I earn two dollars and ten cents. But the work that I do, well, if they would really let me work at it and not let me sit around, I could finish it in four hours at the most. It is the kind of work that if you really hustle, then in five minutes you can earn 35 cents, and a cent is worth two kopiejek. But right now, during the winter, we do not work every day; however, from 1 March work will proceed at full speed. So if Grezlik and Anthony would come in March, or at the beginning of April, they will arrive at a good time because they will not have to look around for work. In any event, they will find a job if only they will want to work. But, I think that in a short time they will tire of America because, if I feel lonesome, certainly they will be lonesome too. I am not talking any of you into coming to America, nor am I praising America to you because there are others who have had greater misery in America than they did in the old country. 

Joseph and Josephine

Leon Makowiecki to his mother in Poland

Gallitzin, PA
January 21st

Dear Mother, 

I am informing you about my work, From the time I received your letter, work has stopped. The men did not want to work for those wages, they wanted higher pay, so we stopped working for 7 days. But this company did not want to give any more increases. We went back to work for the same money, but we are now working only three days a week. I do not know how much longer the work will go on like this. Right now a man hardly makes enough to live on. But perhaps that will not last long. Dear Mother, I am letting you know that in America, it is very cold and there is much snow. Dear Mother, you ask where I like it the best. I like it better in America because I can earn money more quickly, and if I were in the Old Country I could not help you out at all. But in America, if God gives me health, Dear Mother, then I will be able to send you a few rubles more easily...

Leon
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Ellis Island-Center Activity

This concluding simulation activity allows students to experience the many roles of the immigration process.

 Roles that will be filled are the following: 

· immigration officials

· incoming immigrants

· medical officials

· literacy station officials

· legal station officials

· detention officials

This culminating activity allows students in grades 3-5 to apply their knowledge of immigration history.  Teachers may choose to facilitate this activity within their own class, grade level, or multi-grade level.
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Daily Lesson Plan Template
	Teacher                                                         Course/Subject

	Grade(s)                                #students                          # with IEP, 504

	Date and length of class                                

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)

· Ellis Island/”Greetings from America Postcard.”  

· Students will conduct research on immigrant journeys to America, Ellis Island, and life in America.

· Students will create a “Greetings from America” postcard depicting the experiences of a fictional immigrant.

· Students will present their Postcards to the class.

	Materials/Resources Needed

Ellis Island – A True Book Series   Elaine Landau

At Ellis Island  “A History in Many Voices”   Louise Peacock

Arriving at Ellis Island   Dale Anderson

Authentic Immigrant Letters Home

A variety of books from the Suggested Reading List
Scholastic Web Site / Ellis Island


	Learning Standards Addressed (from MA Curriculum Frameworks or Local Standards)

3.5: Make informal presentations that have a recognizable organization (sequencing, summarizing).

19.7: Write or dictate letters, directions, or short accounts of personal experiences that follow a logical order. 

24.2: Identify and apply steps in conducting and reporting research:

•  Define the need for information and formulate open-ended research questions. 

    For example, students read Rudyard Kipling’s account of how the alphabet came to be in the Just So Stories and ask, “Where did our alphabet really come from?”
•  Initiate a plan for searching for information.

    The class lists possible sources of information such as books to read, electronic media to read and view, or people to interview.
•  Locate resources. 

    One group of students goes to the library/media center for books about the invention of writing; another group looks up “alphabet” in a primary encyclopedia CD; and a third group interviews speakers of languages other than English and upper-grade students who are studying Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, or German.
•  Evaluate the relevance of the information.

    Having collected information from three sources, students decide which information is most relevant, accurate, and interesting.
•  Interpret, use, and communicate the information.

    Students in one group sort information from library books into categories; the members of the second group organize information from the CD, and the members of the third group summarize what they have learned from students and speakers of other languages. The students organize and communicate the results of these different forms of research in a single coherent presentation with documented sources. 
•  Evaluate the research project as a whole.

    Students determine how accurately and efficiently they answered the question, “Where did our alphabet really come from?”


	Lesson Objectives (If applicable, include specific high level skills and concepts.)

· Students will research immigrant journeys across the ocean to America.

· Students will research immigrant experiences at Ellis Island.

· Students will research accounts of immigrant lives in America.

· Students will create a fictional immigrant and write a “Greetings from America” postcard telling of their journey and many experiences on Ellis Island.

· Students will present their postcards orally to the class. 


	Setting the Stage (Activate, Review, Generate Interest, State Objectives and Agenda)

Activate:  Read “Annushka’s Voyage” to the class and discuss the many obstacles the family needed to overcome during their journey to America.  Make connections with earl readings from the unit, such as; “Watch the Stars Come Out.” 

Inform the students that they will be conducting research in order to write a letter in the form of a postcard to be sent home to family members.   



	Instructional Strategies: Acquisition and Consolidation of Skills/Knowledge (Explanation, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided and Independent Practice)

Day One:  Read “Annushka’s Journey” by Edith Tarbescue.

Generate a classroom discussion about the obstacles faced by the family and other passengers on the journey to America.  Make comparisons with earlier reading selections within the unit.  Inform the children that they will be researching many immigrant accounts of their journeys to America.  Inform the children that they will also be researching the experiences of immigrants upon arrival on Ellis Island. Inform students that they will also research immigrant experiences while living and working in America. 

Day Two – Day Five:  Students will be divided into small groups in order to begin research.  Materials will be disbursed and students will be instructed to take notes and collect information needed to complete the assignment.  

Day Six:  Students will create a fictional immigrant, creating a name and country of origin. 

Day seven and eight:  Students will use research to write a letter in the form of a postcard.  The letter is to be written in the first person.  The students will assume the identity of their fictional character which they have created for this project. Students will need to proofread work at home and create the “Greetings From America” Postcard.

Five days will be given for project completion.

Day nine and ten:  Postcards will be presented in class to fellow classmates.



	Closure (Summarize, Review, Homework, Preview Next Day)

· The students will present their projects to the class upon completion.

· The final product will be completed at home.



	Assessment/ Evidence of Learning

· Students will be assessed on the content and creativity of postcards.

· Students will be assessed on their ability to use research in order create a fictional character sharing similar experiences to those immigrants we’ve researched.  




1. How do/did you determine students’ prior knowledge?  Students will have the opportunity to share any prior experiences with the content.  A classroom discussion prior to this lesson will be conducted.  Students will be asked if they’ve ever been to Ellis Island.  Students will be asked if they have any family members that have immigrated to America, and if they have shared family stories of those events.  Students will also have the opportunity to ask questions pertaining to the lesson prior to the research portion of the lesson.

2. What have you planned to ensure that all students receive instruction appropriate to their needs and interests?  Students will be working in small heterogeneous groups for the research portion of the lesson.  All materials will be accessible to each research group.  

Daily Lesson Plan
	 Course/Subject: Social Studies

	Grade(s)   3-5                             #students: whole class

	Date and length of class: one class session                                

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)

· What is SIGHT? 
· Define SIGHT
· S scan for important details

· I identify the conflict or tension

· G guess the creator’s intent or message

· H hear the voices

· T talk about your observations
· Use SIGHT to analyze an image of the Statue of Liberty
· Imagine that you have left your homeland due to lack of opportunity, and have just endured a long and difficult passage on a crowded ship.  Suddenly you see before you the Statue of Liberty, signifying the end of your journey and symbolizing the new life you will begin.  What would your thoughts and emotions be at this time?


	Materials/Resources Needed

JACKDAW photo of The Statue of Liberty
SIGHT worksheet to be used as a visual

Photo Analysis Worksheet


	Learning Standards Addressed (from MA Curriculum Frameworks or Local Standards)

Social Studies

Grade 3

2. Observe visual sources such as historic paintings, photographs, or illustrations that accompany historical narratives, and describe details such as clothing, setting, or action. (H)

3. Observe and describe local or regional historic artifacts and sites and generate questions about their function, construction, and significance. (H)
Grade 4

3. Observe and describe national historic sites and describe their function and significance. (H, C)
Grade 5

3. Observe and identify details in cartoons, photographs, charts, and graphs relating to an  historical narrative. (H, E, C)



	Lesson Objectives (If applicable, include specific high level skills and concepts.)

· Students will learn about and use SIGHT  to analyze a photograph of the Statue of Liberty.

· Students will make inferences from the photo.

· Students will generate questions related to the photo.

· Students will learn why the Statue of Liberty was a symbol of hope for immigrants.


	Setting the Stage (Activate, Review, Generate Interest, State Objectives and Agenda)

1. Discuss the the Statue of Liberty, and what she represents.
2. Read an excerpt from the poem “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus

"Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 
3. Class discussion of the poem and its meaning.

4. Ask the following question: Why was the Statue of Liberty considered a symbol of hope?

5. Teacher will explain to students that they are going to learn a new strategy called SIGHT to teach them about a historical photograph.
Assessment/ Evidence of Learning

Teacher observation

Students will be given an image of an immigrant family and be asked to apply the SIGHT strategy


	

	

	


Daily Lesson Plan
	Course/Subject  ELA/Social Studies

	Grade(s)  3rd – 5th                       22 students                       5 with IEP, 504

	Date and length of class                  45 minutes              

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)

Teaching American History in Immigration

What is Nativism?



	Materials/Resources Needed

Book, Angel Child, Dragon Child

Chart Paper
Journals



	Learning Standards Addressed 

       3.3: Adapt language to persuade, to explain, or to seek information.

       3.6: Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.

       3.7: Use teacher-developed assessment criteria to prepare their presentations

       4.13: Determine the meaning of unknown words using their context. 

   7.1 Explain why communication is essential in human relationships and identify people from whom children can learn how to communicate, such as family members, friends, community members, and members of faith-based groups


	Lesson Objectives:
Students will be able to explore and identify the definition of nativism.
Students will be able to explore human relationships and discuss accepting others and their differences.

Students will brainstorm ideas about nicknames and how hurtful they can be.
Students will analyze how immigrants may feel as they try to live in their new country.

	Setting the Stage:

Divide students into 4 groups.  Students will play a round of “Balderdash” using the word nativism.

OBJECT OF THE GAME:
Each group will invent a phony definition for nativism that could be mistaken by the other players as the correct definition.  The teacher will collect the invented definitions and read them aloud to the class, along with the correct definition.  The groups will then try to choose the correct definition for each word in play.  The teacher then announces the correct definition.

Nativism: a policy of favoring native-born people over immigrants


	Instructional Strategies: Acquisition and Consolidation of Skills/Knowledge (Explanation, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided and Independent Practice)

1) Read the book, Angel Child, Dragon Child aloud to class.  Ask the class to think about what nativism means while listening to the book. Students will prepare themselves to give examples of feelings of nativism from the story.  

2) After reading the book have a class discussion. Ut knows she looks different from the American children, and she knows they look different from her. 
· What does Ut notice about the American children that is different(e.g., their long noses, their round eyes, etc.)? 
· What do they notice about her (e.g., her clothing, her language, etc.)? 
· Why do the American children tease Ut about the way she dresses?
· Why doesn't she tease them back? 
· Ask the class to talk about how Ut felt on her first day in the American school. Describe how she might feel different if she were attending school in Vietnam.
       3)  After discussion do the following activities:
Human Relationships-- Diversity (Accepting Other's Differences)
After the lesson on culture, the students will realize that there are many differences between someone who grows up in Vietnam and someone who grows up in the United States. 
Divide the class in half and have them answer the following questions in their groups:

Which group of people is right? 

Who wears the right clothes?

Who eats the right foods?

Who speaks the right language? 
After the groups have had a few minutes; discuss as a class.

Discuss that there isn't one right way to do these things.  They both are “right”


	Closure:

Journal Writing: 
Human Relationships—Nicknames
Read the back of the book and the information it provides on names.  Then have student’s write in their journals answering the following questions:


What is a nickname? What does Ut’s nickname mean? Can nicknames cause hurt feelings and if so, how can you avoid this?  How can you make someone who immigrates to the United States feel “at home”?


	Assessment/ Evidence of Learning:

Have students share their journal entries aloud.  Did the students answer all questions presented in their journal?  Do they demonstrate an understanding of negative feelings associated with nativism?


Daily Lesson Plan
	Course/Subject  ELA/Social Studies

	Grade(s)  3rd – 5th                       22 students                       5 with IEP, 504

	Date and length of class                  45 minutes              

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)

Teaching American History in Immigration

What is Nativism?



	Materials/Resources Needed

Book, Angel Child, Dragon Child

Chart Paper
Journals



	Learning Standards Addressed 

       3.3: Adapt language to persuade, to explain, or to seek information.

       3.6: Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.

       3.7: Use teacher-developed assessment criteria to prepare their presentations

       4.13: Determine the meaning of unknown words using their context. 

   7.1 Explain why communication is essential in human relationships and identify people from whom children can learn how to communicate, such as family members, friends, community members, and members of faith-based groups


	Lesson Objectives:
Students will be able to explore and identify the definition of nativism.
Students will be able to explore human relationships and discuss accepting others and their differences.

Students will brainstorm ideas about nicknames and how hurtful they can be.
Students will analyze how immigrants may feel as they try to live in their new country.

	Setting the Stage:

Divide students into 4 groups.  Students will play a round of “Balderdash” using the word nativism.

OBJECT OF THE GAME:
Each group will invent a phony definition for nativism that could be mistaken by the other players as the correct definition.  The teacher will collect the invented definitions and read them aloud to the class, along with the correct definition.  The groups will then try to choose the correct definition for each word in play.  The teacher then announces the correct definition.

Nativism: a policy of favoring native-born people over immigrants


	Instructional Strategies: Acquisition and Consolidation of Skills/Knowledge (Explanation, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided and Independent Practice)

3) Read the book, Angel Child, Dragon Child aloud to class.  Ask the class to think about what nativism means while listening to the book. Students will prepare themselves to give examples of feelings of nativism from the story.  

4) After reading the book have a class discussion. Ut knows she looks different from the American children, and she knows they look different from her. 
· What does Ut notice about the American children that is different(e.g., their long noses, their round eyes, etc.)? 
· What do they notice about her (e.g., her clothing, her language, etc.)? 
· Why do the American children tease Ut about the way she dresses?
· Why doesn't she tease them back? 
· Ask the class to talk about how Ut felt on her first day in the American school. Describe how she might feel different if she were attending school in Vietnam.
       3)  After discussion do the following activities:
Human Relationships-- Diversity (Accepting Other's Differences)
After the lesson on culture, the students will realize that there are many differences between someone who grows up in Vietnam and someone who grows up in the United States. 
Divide the class in half and have them answer the following questions in their groups:

Which group of people is right? 

Who wears the right clothes?

Who eats the right foods?

Who speaks the right language? 
After the groups have had a few minutes; discuss as a class.

Discuss that there isn't one right way to do these things.  They both are “right”


	Closure:

Journal Writing: 
Human Relationships—Nicknames
Read the back of the book and the information it provides on names.  Then have student’s write in their journals answering the following questions:


What is a nickname? What does Ut’s nickname mean? Can nicknames cause hurt feelings and if so, how can you avoid this?  How can you make someone who immigrates to the United States feel “at home”?


	Assessment/ Evidence of Learning:

Have students share their journal entries aloud.  Did the students answer all questions presented in their journal?  Do they demonstrate an understanding of negative feelings associated with nativism?


Math Activity

Analyzing Immigration Data

DIRECTIONS: The table below shows the number of people who immigrated to the United States from each of 25 countries between 1899 and 1924. The table also shows the number of immigrants who settled permanently in the United States. Use the information in the table to answer the questions below. 
	Immigration, 1899-1924

	Ethnic Group
	Number of Immigrants Who Came
	      Number of Immigrants Who Stayed

	Italian
	3,820,986
	2,078,616 

	Hebrew
	1,837,855
	1,758,827

	German
	1,316,614
	1,136,238

	Polish
	1,483,374
	933,860

	Scandinavian
	936,308
	809,036

	British
	983,982
	785,217

	Irish
	808,762
	736,782

	Slovak
	536,911
	340,938

	Mexican
	447,065
	339,322

	Croatian/Slovenian
	485,379
	309,186

	French-Canadian
	257,219
	235,870

	Greek
	500,463
	231,714

	Lithuanian
	263,277
	209,832

	Japanese
	260,492
	192,503

	Finnish
	226,922
	176,999

	Dutch/Flemish
	205,910
	166,518

	Bohemian/Moravian
	159,319
	134,625

	Portuguese
	186,244
	120,500

	African
	135,029
	98,564

	Spanish
	190,521
	91,641

	Russian 
	258,985
	90,645

	French
	158,025
	81,857

	Syrian
	97,716
	75,143

	Pacific Islander
	491
	413

	Chinese
	59,079
	-19,437

	
	
	


1. Where did the greatest number of immigrants come from? 

2. Where did the fewest immigrants come from?

3. How many immigrants came from Africa? 

4. Did more immigrants come from Poland or from Germany?

5. How many fewer immigrants came from Syria than from France? 

6. How many fewer Syrian immigrants than French immigrants stayed? 

7. Which country sent the greatest number of immigrants who settled permanently in the United States?
ENRICHMENT QUESTIONS/UPPER ELEMENTARY LEVEL

8. What proportion of immigrants from the Pacific Islands settled permanently in the United States?
_________________________________________________________ 

9. From which country, other than China, did the smallest proportion of immigrants become permanent residents?
_________________________________________________________ 

10. Why did so many Chinese immigrants return to China during this period?
__________________________________________________________________ 

Then choose any five countries and, on a separate piece of paper, create a graph showing the number of immigrants from each country. 


Immigration Websites

www.tenement.org/immigrate
· Students are welcomed to 1916 and their new life living in tenement housing.

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/seymour/chapter1.htm
· Students relive and immigrant boy’s journey to America. 

http://sm118.k12.sd.us/scavenger%20hunt.htm
· Students will be taken through the process of coming to Ellis Island

http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/index.html
· Students will be able to research different ethnic groups that immigrated to America

www.nps.gov/elis/ 

· Photo galleries, research and news bulletins on immigration

www.ellisisland.org
· A good source of information pertaining to Ellis Island, time lines, history, photo albums, and genealogy.

www.scholastic.com/dearamerica/video 

· Students can explore a variety of literature books with historical fictional characters and their immigrant stories.  Activities, videos and writing workshops are available.  
Conclusion

Creating this project enhanced our background knowledge on the topic of immigration.  As educators we were able to incorporate newly learned pedagogical techniques to further student’s knowledge in this subject area.  Through engaging books and activities, students were able to use their higher order level thinking skills to make connections with immigration in the past and present. 


We’ve been able to create a unit that can be utilized in grades three through five.  This has given us an opportunity to develop materials that teachers across our district can use.  We were able to pull materials from a variety of resources including primary source documents, photographs, literature, websites, and reference materials. 
�








