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For many immigrants, the journey to America didn’t begin by boarding a steamship in a European port.  The journey did not start with a train ride through the fertile farmlands of Italy.  The journey did not start with a carriage ride through the bitter cold of northern Russia.  The journey started with stories.  Stories of the promise land and all she has to offer.  Stories shared while huddled under a blanket in front of the hearth of Grandmother’s house.  Letters read while family members sat at the small dining table of their humble country home.  Letters of hope, dreams, opportunities and hardships.  Stories shared by countrymen upon their arrival home from across the Atlantic.  
The journey to America started very much the same way for Rose Anello, her mother, and two brothers.  Rose Anello lived in the small Italian village of Polia, located not too far from Naples.  Rose was eight years old, and she remembers listening to her mother and uncles read letters from her father.  Her father had been living in America for eleven months at the time.  Rose’s father, Frank Anello, left Italy for a chance to live the American dream.  Frank Anello left for America to find work, obtain an apartment, and establish a place for his family to live.
Frank Anello was a skilled mason in Italy.  He was a third generation mason, a useful skill he learned from his father.  As a young boy Frank was a promising student and he hoped to stay in school and further his education, but due to economic circumstances his father granted him a job as an apprentice with an uncle and he learned the family skill.  Frank was well-respected man in his village back home.  But, Frank Anello found work difficult to acquire, and he found himself having to travel great distances to find work.  Frank’s brother Vito had been living in America for eighteen months, and he was intrigued by the letters Vito sent back home to the family.  Vito was living in Norwood, Massachusetts, and making a very successful living as a Taylor.  His brother told him that many Italians were living in his neighborhood in Norwood, and they to were finding work and making quite a comfortable living.  Housing was available and quite affordable.  So Frank decided to make his trip to America in the fall of 1954. 
 Frank made his way through Ellis Island, and found his way to Norwood to live with his younger brother.  While living in Norwood, Frank found work as a mason, and found a small apartment.  After establishing himself as a member of the community and feeling financially secure, Frank Anello sent for his family. A family he hadn’t seen for eleven months now.
In the fall of 1955, Rose Anello, her mother, and two brothers boarded a ship in Naples.  The ship was bound for America. Rose remembers here first few days on the ship as   troubling ones.  Early on, Rose’s mother became very ill, and she recalls many people coming to her side trying to aid in her recovery.  Rose experienced many restless nights in the early stages of her journey.  Rose and her brothers were uncertain about whether or not their mother would even survive the journey.  Some older passengers spoke with her brothers to inquire about the families travel arrangements.  Were they to meet with their father in New York, or did they depend on their mother to make the trip to Massachusetts with them.  
Rose and her family shared a small cabin aboard the ship with a family traveling to Canada.  Rose and her family learned that the ship would be making a stop in Canada before heading on to New York.  Rose is uncertain about the destination in Canada, but she is almost certain it was a port in Nova Scotia.  Later, Rose remembers some passengers getting off in Canada, including their cabin mates.  There were several berths for sleeping and the quarters were rather tight.  Rose experienced many sleepless night on board the ship. Her mother’s illness never subsided, and the brothers were very anxious with the circumstances they now found themselves dealing with.  Rose and the other passengers had to withstand rough seas throughout the trip.  Having begun their journey in the fall, the weather in the North Atlantic was very unpredictable to say the least.  Rose recalls many days and nights when they were not allowed to leave their cabin for any long period of time.  The oldest brother was allowed to fetch water and some foods, and the children were allowed to use a bathroom on the other end of the ship as needed.  The total length of the trip is uncertain, but Rose does remember the trip taking at least three weeks.    
The family finally arrived at Ellis Island where they were met by their father.  Rose does not have any recollection of her experiences at Ellis Island, but she later found out there were no delays.  The family was free to leave and head for their new home in Massachusetts.  

Rose remembers her early years attending school in Norwood.  She spoke of teachers, and how they were very kind to her, often assisting her with the daily obstacles of life in a new place.  Rose did not speak English when she arrived in America, but remembers trying to learn the language in school.  There were no formal ELL programs at the time, and Rose and her brothers were placed into regular education classes within the Norwood school system.  At the age of eight Rose Anello was placed into a second grade classroom.  Rose remembers a couple of teachers taking time out of their days to assist her with the English language.  “The teachers were very nice to me, I think they really liked me and they wanted to help”, said Rose. It wasn’t before long that Rose was picking up the language.  “I can remember practicing words at home with my brothers and trying to teach my parents as well.”  
Rose began third grade in the fall of 1956.  Having been in the country for a full year now Rose and her brothers had a good grasp on the English language.  Rose can recall moments at home when she and her brothers would speak English, but only when her parents were not present.  When speaking with her parents Rose and her brothers only spoke Italian.  Some of her extended family members had the ability to speak English because they had been in the country longer than her parents.  She remembers her uncle Vito would often speak English with them while he was visiting the house.  Rose attributes this to his profession.  “uncle Vito was a taylor, and he needed to be able to converse with his customers.”  Rose said.  “My father was able to work as a mason without the need to speak English.”  He would often have someone translate his estimates and communicate with his customers.  The need to speak English wasn’t a necessity.  Rose shared with me that there were actually times when she would be asked to translate English for her parents when neighbors would stop by the house.  She also remembers having to translate for her parents while visiting her school during conferences and “Open House Night.”  Being a young girl, Rose remembers feeling awkward and embarrassed at times that she was asked to perform this task.  
As the years past, Rose recalls her father studying for the test to gain Citizenship.  “My father’s English improved, but he spoke with a strong accent.”  Rose remembers her parents sitting at the kitchen table studying for the upcoming test.  Her parents would often require assistance from her and her brothers.  There were documents to be filled out and surveys to answer. The family had school forms to be completed and permission slips to be read.  Many notices from school needed to be translated and explained.  Rose recalls many nights sitting with her parents working through the details of such paperwork.  

The Push and Pull factors for Rose and her family are evident in her family’s story.  Immigrants had many reasons for immigrating to America.  These reasons are refered to as P.R.I.M.E.S.  This acronym represents Political, Religious, Intellectual, Military, Economic, and Social reasons.  In Frank Anello’s case, he and his family immigrated across the Atlantic for economic and intellectual reasons.  Frank Anello traveled by himself to America in order to find work and acquire residence here in America.  He did this in hopes of bringing his entire family to America.  He hoped for the opportunity to send his children to school, and to earn a living as a mason.  
Rose Anello was a young girl from Italy.  Rose was a young girl who came to America because her family wanted for a better way of life.  Her family wanted a chance at the American dream. The family hoped for opportunities otherwise unattainable in their homeland of Italy.  Frank Anello found a better life for his family here in Massachusetts.  This is a story shared by many immigrant children and families form across the oceans.  This story undoubtedly inspired others from their small village of Polia, Italy, to also make the journey to America.  Rose spoke of other family members and friends coming to America and reuniting with them in Norwood, Massachusetts.  
