Conclusion:

In our papers and unit we sought to show how immigration changed over time in the Greater Boston area.  Our papers focused on different time periods, groups of immigrants, artifacts and immigration policy.  The artifacts offer the students a window into the historical past and a greater understanding of how the past affects the present. While the faces of the immigrants changed, many of the reasons for coming to the United States and their experiences upon arrival remained constant.  Immigration has deeply affected the social fabric of the geographic area in which we teach and live and we hope that our papers and lessons can be used by different educators as a way to approach the topic of immigration.


Our updated project expands to include lessons on the Five Points, the 1920 terrorist attack on Wall St. and the journey from the Sudan to Boston. It enhances the original unit by adding specific artifacts, pictures, and knowledge to give a richer understanding of the immigrant experience.  Our lessons seek not only to teach students about the immigrant experience, but also to continually work on developing skills that will be necessary for analyzing history.  The lessons incorporate technology, visual and audio materials, the five “Cs,” primary source documents (the S.I.G.H.T. method), and other ancillary materials.


Through this project, we as educators gained a better understanding of how immigration has affected and continues to affect the communities that in which we live and work in.  It is our goal to pass this information on to our students so that they can better understand the area in which they live and integrate their own family history into the greater context of that community.
