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 	The artifact that I have chosen to discuss in my paper is the Five Points area of New York City.  This ties into my previous paper on the Know-Nothing Party because this area was looked at as an area where “natives” and immigrants had some of their greatest struggles in trying to live together.  The Know Nothing Party could look to the Five Points to show that many of the fears that they had concerning unregulated immigration were coming true in this area.   This paper is not looking to place blame on the immigrants, it is simply looking at the environment of the Five Points and how this environment led to many of the social problems, like alcoholism and crime, which the Know Nothing Party had been fearful of.  I will use parts of my previous paper to show the beliefs of the party and arguments and concerns that they had concerning the flood of immigration during this time period.  
In describing the Know Nothing Party historian Historian G.H. Haynes declares, “This Native American organization whose oath bound members took for their leading principle the defense of American institutions from the dangers to which they deemed them exposed at the hands of men of alien birth and of Roman Catholic creed. (Haynes, Pg 68).  The Know Nothing Party feared that the United States would soon be taken over by unruly immigrants who would rise in the political ranks and take power from “native” hands. 
  As is the case with many political parties there was not just one issue which united the Know Nothings, but the major rallying point for most of its members was the idea of nativism, particularly towards the Irish Catholic members of society.  In reference to the Know-Nothing Party historian Oscar Handlin writes, “Everywhere the success of the party rested upon thousands of men drawn into politics by nativism.” (Handlin, 201).  The hatred of foreigners and their way of life reached one of its highest points in the Five Points area in New York City.     
	The success of any political party relies on the ability to get voters to understand and ultimately agree with your viewpoints on many different issues.   To understand the issue that helped the Know-Nothing Party gain success we must look at the time period and what was going on in America between 1847-1857.  Immigration of Irish Catholics during this time climbed at a record pace and this caused a lot of tension between “native” Protestants and “foreign” Catholics.  
Historian G.H. Haynes writes, “It was not until the famine summer of 1847 that the immense acceleration came which for the first time gave this country an immigrant problem.  In that single year the number of immigrant arrivals makes a leap of 80,000.  Taking the figures of the year 1844 as a standard of comparison, they are multiplied by three in 1847, by four in 1850 and by five and one-half in 1854, the year when the Know nothings began their political career… Still more striking, in some respects, are the figures of emigration from great Britain and Ireland to the United States, which show that three-fourths of the astonishing leap in the figures of 1847 was due to the outflow from the United Kingdom.  This tide of emigration reached its flood in 1850, when it stood six times as high as in 1844.” (Haynes, 70).  
This “tide” of immigration frightened many “native” Protestants to wonder what might happen if the Irish continue to flow in at this alarming rate.  Issues like job security, wages being dropped, political upheaval, crime, gangs, religious affiliation, and even corruption of society through consumption of alcohol were issues which weighed heavily on the minds of Protestants and were part of the reason they created their American Party.   George Haynes describes the fear many “natives” had concerning the Irish immigrants of the time, “The fact that the Irish immigrant was rapidly becoming more and more in evidence aroused a two-fold anxiety which speedily developed into a two-fold prejudice against him.  What was to be his part in politics?  His training in self-control at home had not been such as to make him a devotee of order and upholder of government.  How would he vote on the “Maine” law?...” (Haynes 74).  
The Five Points area of New York City was seen as an area where this immigrant “problem” was growing at a very high rate.  The issues of job security, crime, alcoholism and the creation of gangs were seen as major problems in the Five Points area.   Now that we have the platform of the Know-Nothing Party, we will focus on the Five Points area to show that many of the fears that the Know-Nothing Party had concerning immigrants came to fruition in this area.  Although historians debate over the validity of how much crime and corruption took place in this area, it certainly serves as a place where we can see the struggle of immigrants versus natives.   
One of the major problems of the Five Points was the geographical setting of the area.  The Five Points neighborhood was built on swampland which would eventually lead to many of the buildings sinking into the ground.   In describing his visit to the Five Points author Charles Dickens famously recorded, “This is the place: these narrow ways diverging to the right and left, and reeking everywhere with dirt and filth… Debauchery has made the very houses prematurely old.  See how the rotten beams are tumbling down, and how the patched and broken windows seem to scowl dimly…” (Chamberlain, Pg 1).  Whether sensationalized or not, the physical layout of the Five Points showed that many of these immigrants had very little money and were living in a very low socioeconomic area.  From the perspective of nativist groups like the Know Nothings, this standard of living could be directly linked to lazy immigrants who cared very little for their families and livelihood.  Archeologist Rebecca Yamin chooses to look the Five Points in a different perspective.  After leading a team that analyzed 850,000 pieces of the Five Points puzzle, the artifacts and historical records paint a picture of hard-working immigrants trying to make the best of a bad situation, and to make a home of a hovel… They were doing what they could for their families to live respectably.” (Chamberlain pgs 1-2).  Whichever viewpoint you choose to believe there is one thing most historians and archeologists agree on, the Five Points would be a difficult area for anyone to make a decent living and most people who lived their were trying to get out.
This idea leads to the dirty politics of the time in the Five Points area.  Politics was the basis why many of the “gangs” were created in this area, with the hope of using force to gain more status for your gang/political group.  Again, this was the great fear that many members of the Know Nothing Party had and therefore tried to put a stop to through legislation and anti-immigrant sentiments.  Much of the violence committed by the gangs was usually done during the times of elections to help gain support for a fellow politician.  Historian Tyler Anbinder writes, “The Five Points is part of what is called by the Regency the ‘glorious sixth ward’ – the regular Van Buren ground floor, a reference to the neighborhoods propensity to vote overwhelmingly for the Democratic Party.  Soon the Five Points political district would become known citywide as the ‘Bloody Sixth’ Ward because violence and intimidation were more prevalent at its primaries and general elections than in any other portion of the metropolis.” (Anbinder, Pg. 1).  Looking back at the descriptions of the poor living conditions that many of the immigrants had to suffer through it is easy to see why many were looking to gain any kind of foothold in politics.  The group that was credited with starting the type of riotous style of mass politics was the Irish.  From the standpoint of the Know Nothing Party, this again showed the problems and violence that occurred when immigrants, particularly Irish immigrants, were allowed into the country.  
The event that demonstrated more clearly than anything the fear of immigrants and their violent behavior in politics is the election riot of 1834 which took place in the Five Points.  Anbinder  writes, “ A terrible election riot in 1834 announced the sea of change in the Five Points, with the violence reflecting non-elite voters’ determination to take political power into their own hands… Never before had had an election pushed the city so near the brink… Never before had there been such anarchy…  The 1834 riot was in some senses a last-ditch attempt by the old guard to keep ‘those damned Irishmen in order.’  Five Pointers were among the first New Yorkers of modest means to take control of their political destiny, and as a result they were the first to experience the new riotous style of mass politics,” (Anbinder pg.#1).  This type of behavior, whether justified or not, was the type of behavior that nativist groups would point to when they wanted to show the evils of immigration to the United States.   
The 1834 riots led to a changing of the guard in the political landscape of the Five Points, merchants and wealthy businessmen were being replaced by saloonkeepers, policemen and fire-company foremen. (Anbinder Page #1).  The first group that wielded political power in the Five Points was the volunteer fire department.  This group was notorious for spending more time fighting for or against a political cause rather than trying to fight a fire.  Tyler Anbinder writes, “Intimidation was an important weapon in the world of Five Points politics, and the renowned fighters of the Sixth Ward fire companies often determined the outcome of a primary meeting or general election.  Most companies – whether dominated by native-born Americans or Irish immigrants- admitted at least a few members to their exclusive ranks specifically for their fighting skills.” (Anbinder pgs. 1-2).  As can be seen these fire departments were being used by both natives and immigrants to force their desired result in pivotal elections.  
“There is no patronage that a district leader desires so much and seeks so eagerly as places on the police force, “ writes postbellum attorney and reformer William Ivins. (Anbinder pg.2).  The job of the police force was very similar to the work of the volunteer fire department, demonstrate loyalty to your political party and influence elections by any means.  “Politicos usually reserved position in the police department for young men who had demonstrated party loyalty through previous campaign efforts.  In return for such a high-paying and secure job the officer was expected not only to continue laboring for the party at election time, but to contribute a portion of his salary to party coffers and to sue his influence to assists party members who might run afoul of the law,” writes Ivins. (Anbinder pg 2).  There were many other professions, like saloonkeepers, who also played a major role in helping the immigrant class to take an active role in winning elections and this is the exact fear that nativist groups like the Know –Nothing Party feared would happen. 
Although there is much debate about to the extent of the dangers, corruption, and social problems that existed in the Five Point, it certainly shows an area where immigrants were trying by any means necessary to improve their lot through any means necessary.  It also shows the loss of power that many nativist groups were starting to fee lat this time with the increase in immigration.  The Five Points of the 1850’s and 1860’s provides an excellent insight into the struggle between immigrants and nativists.        [image: ]
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