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23 Wall Street
On September 16, 1920, just shy of 81 years before the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, a horse and wagon exploded outside the Morgan Bank.  In total, 38 people were killed and hundreds more were wounded.  “It was the worst terrorist bombing in the United States until the Oklahoma City attack in 1995, the worst in New York until the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center” (Baker 1).  Although the case was never solved, most believe that the attack was planned and carried out by anarchists, possibly seeking revenge for the indictment of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti for armed robbery and murder (“Previous Terror on Wall Street—A Look at a 1920 Bombing” 1).  Because of the hypothesized relationship between the bombing and the Sacco and Vanzetti case, I have chosen the J.P. Morgan Bank building as my artifact.  The J.P. Morgan Bank building, the attack, and its relationship to the Sacco and Vanzetti case will be the focus of this paper.  
	23 Wall Street is located at the southeast corner of Wall Street and Broad Street.  It stands out among the other buildings on Wall Street not because of its grand presentation, but because of what it lacks.  “Advertising pays just as liberally on Wall Street as elsewhere.  Gilded on its windows or carved on its lintels, appears the names of countless bankers and brokers, all just as anxious to impress the passer-by with their particular names as firms are anywhere else” (“23 Wall Street” from Time Magazine 1).  In contrast to these buildings, 23 Wall Street is a “low, massive building with no label at all” (“23 Wall Street” from Time Magazine 1).  Yet this building was of great importance for many years because it was the headquarters of JP Morgan & Co., the nation’s most powerful bank at the time. The building was designed by Trowbridge & Livingston.  It was built in 1914 and remained “The House of Morgan” until 1989, when JP Morgan moved to 60 Wall Street (“23 Wall Street” 1).  The building’s façade has changed over the years.  In 1957 it was attached to 15 Broad Street (a 42-story tower) and the building was renovated in the 1990s.  In 2003 the building was sold for $100 million and has since been made into condominiums (“23 Wall Street” 1).  
	On September 16, 1920, 23 Wall Street would be the site of the worst terrorist attack in American history up to that point.  
The blast came syncopated: a flash, a roar, a pause thick with dread.  Fire-packed air smashed against buildings, burned through the lunch crowd, knocked buyers and sellers off their feet.  One man recalled a sinking in the knees as the first alert of “something unusual.”  Another said it was as if a giant hook had swooped down from the sky, plucking him into flight.  Skyscrapers three blocks north trembled from the impact (Gage 31).
The source of the blast was a horse-drawn wagon that was loaded with explosives.  In all 38 people were killed and over 300 were injured (Lohr 2).  
The bomb was an immeasurably cruel device, most likely dynamite tried to iron sash weights that acted as shrapnel.  It below people apart where they walked on a cool, late-summer day, tore arms and legs, hands and feet and scalps off living human beings.  Others were beheaded or eviscerated, or found themselves suddenly engulfed in flames.  Still more injuries were caused by a cascade of broken glass and the terrified stampede that followed (Baker 1).
Most of the victims of the attack were innocent bystanders who used Wall Street to make a “modest living by selling milk, driving a car, typing reports, recording sales.”  Most of the victims were under the age of 40, including 5 women and four teenagers (Baker 1-2).  Along with the human death toll, the bombing caused physical damage to the area.  “The fortress like façade of the Morgan building was pocked with craters that remain deep enough to sink a palm into.  The columns of what is now Federal Hall were blackened.  The damaged exceeded $2 million—more than $18.4 million in 2003 dollars” (Barron 1).  The poach marks on the outside of the building are still visible today.  They were not repaired to remind people of what happened and “in defiance to those who committed the crime” (“23 Wall Street” 1).
	The attack was a product of the time period in which it occurred.  “Largely kept in check during World War I, labor militancy and political radicalism intensified following the Russian Revolution and the return of unemployment in 1919” (Gordon 273).  The end of World War I brought great turmoil to the United States.  Rapid inflation, caused by the end of government agencies control on the economy, greatly increased the cost of living.  The increases in wages that workers had received during the war were wiped out.  Also during the war, union membership had increased.  This set the stage for a tumultuous year of strikes (the Seattle General Strike, the Boston Police Strike, the Steel Strike, etc…).  The wave of strikes led many to believe that Communists were trying to start a revolution in the United States (Abbleby et al. 599-601).  Some immigrants brought radical ideologies with them from their native countries to the United States (anarchism, communism, socialism, etc…).  Even though they, largely, posed no threat, they were viewed as “dangerous agitators” trying to overthrow the American way of life.  A “Red” hysteria swept through the United States (Dickinson 8).
	These fears seemed realized “when in April, 1919, dozens of bombs were mailed to judges, members of the President’s cabinet, and other government bigwigs.  Later, on the morning of June 3, 1919, newspaper headlines across the country screamed the story of midnight bombings at the homes of public officials in eight cities” (Dickinson 9-10). A. Mitchell Palmer, the Attorney General of the United States, had his house bombed.  These events led to a series of raids, led by Palmer, known as the Palmer Raids.  “On January 2, in thirty-three American cities, police stormed into homes and clubs and meetings to arrest about three thousand men and women, mostly aliens, claimed to be guilty of plotting the overthrow of the United States government” (Dickinson 10).  These raids continued for over a year, culminating in the arrest of four thousands immigrants, with just under one thousand being deported (Dickinson 10).
	It was in this political environment that Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, Italian immigrants and admitted anarchists, were indicted for robbery and murder in Massachusetts, and then the terrorist attack on Wall Street occurred.  Most believed that communists, socialists, anarchists, or militant unionists were behind the attack and that it was a direct attack on capitalist society.  The explosion “stuck at a moment when millions of people around the globe believed that capitalism was on the verge collapse, or at least a profound transformation” (Gage 2).  Some even believed that the attacked was direct retribution for the indictment of Sacco and Vanzetti.  
Professor Avrich of Queens College argued that the cart had been rigged with explosives and a timer and ridden to its parking place by an angry anarchist named Mario Buda.  He was upset by the indictment of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti for a shoe-factory robbery in Massachusetts in which two people were killed (Barron 2).
However, in the months and years after the 1920 bomb police searched for the culprits responsible.  “Hundreds of detectives interviewed every ferrier and stablehand in the region in a vain effort to track down the owner of the horse and wagon” (“Previous Terror on Wall Street—A Look at a 1920 Bombing” 1).  Several men, including Carlo Tresca and Edward Fisher, were detained and questioned, “but years of investigation yielded nothing—no indictments, no trials, no culprits.  No one ever came forward to take responsibility for the crime, or to state what it was supposed to accomplish” (Baker 2).  
	Although those responsible for the bombing were never found, the bombing certainly had consequences for the decade after it occurred.
The bungled investigation and its wholesale violation of people’s civil liberties led to a major housecleaning at the Bureau—which, paradoxically, enabled the rise of the biggest civil liberties violator in American history, J. Edgar Hoover.  And the bombing contributed to an atmosphere in which two other anarchists, Sacco and Vanzetti, were convicted of murder in a case that would become the great leftist cause of the decade (Baker 3).
Yet for all the hoopla at the time, the bombing has become a forgotten footnote in American history.  “On the block where it happened, there were no ‘we will never forget’ speeches, no candles, or bronze plaques bolted to the wall that has never been repaired” (Barron 1).  The event was rarely mentioned from the mid-1920s until it gained more recognition after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.  For most modern Americans, however, it is an event that they have never heard of.  Pictures below are of the façade of 23 Wall Street that I took on our New York City trip.  The poach marks were caused by the 1920 terrorist attack.  The wall was never repaired as a reminder of the attack.
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