Introduction:

In our unit on the immigrant experience in the Greater Boston area we will explore immigration and artifacts and their effects from before the Civil War to the 21st century.  We will focus on the pre-Civil War, post-World War I, and modern time periods in our papers and our lesson plans.  These diverse periods will allow us to compare and contrast immigration throughout our United States History curriculum.  The artifacts will give our students a chance to gain a better understanding of the time periods, immigration and their effects on society. Artifacts allow students to bring history to life and develop their analytical skills and their ability to research. This will enrich our students understanding of immigration over the two years that they study American history and allow them the knowledge to draw parallels to their own family history or immigrant experience.  


Our artifact lessons will enhance our original unit through the examination of photographs focusing on architecture, geography, and living environments and how these affect the immigrant experience. By allowing students to examine these artifacts we hope they gain empathy for immigrants and understanding of their struggles. We feel that this enhanced unit is especially important because of ongoing immigration tensions that arise from misunderstandings between different segments in society.  In order for students to understand the present it is imperative that they understand the past. 

Our first lesson plan will focus on the Five Points area of New York City and how its reputation increased nativist feelings and biases. Our second lesson will compare the 1920 terrorist attack on Wall St. with the September 11 terrorist attack and their impact on popular perspective on immigration. Our final lesson takes the students on a journey from war-torn Africa to the shores of Boston in the 21st century.  Our papers and lessons include many of the pedagogical techniques we learned this year, as well as images, technology and primary source documents.
