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 Introduction
                                                                                                                                           
The story of the first immigrants to Dedham Massachusetts began a hundred years before their arrival in Dedham in 1636.  The reign of King Henry VIII with his martial problems, began the Protestant Reformation in England. The economic, political and social issues over the next ninety years would cause the Puritans to make the decision to immigrate to America (New World) in 1630. They arrived in Massachusetts and settled in Boston and Salem. In 1636 a group of these Puritans wanting more land, applied for a grant to find the town of Contentment later to be changed to Dedham.,

The Political and Religious Conflict under the Tudors

 King Henry VIII came to the throne at age 18 on the death of his older brother in 1502 and his father in1509. He married his brother’s widow Catherine. Henry was a devote Catholic who had been award the title “Defender of the Faith” by the pope against Luther in 1521. However when Catherine was unable to have a successor to the throne, Henry sought to have the marriage dissolved. It was dynastic concerns that caused the split with the Catholic Church. The refusals of the pope to dissolve the king’s marriage lead to the formation of the Church of England with the English monarch becoming the head of the church. Some believe this was more of a political dispute and not a theological one. This was done through a series of laws including Acts of Annates, Appeals and Supremacy.   . (.luminarium.org). The Church of England became the establish church. The Church of England (known as the Anglican Church in America) was only slightly different than the Catholic Church except for the loyalty to the pope and the dissolution of the monasteries, the transfer of wealth from the church to the crown and the English Bible. Henry reaffirmed the practices of the Church in the Six Articles. It was during the reign of Edward VI that the church changed. The Six Articles were repealed. He removed all images, allowed clergy to marry and mandated the Book of Common Prayer. Some believed that he would have made England a Calvinist nation. (Hooker p3) In 1553 Mary also referred to as “Bloody Mary” a devote Catholic became queen. She reinstituted the Catholic faith and outlawed anything protestant. Anyone who opposed this was executed. Again had her reign been longer England would have reverted back to Catholicism. Elizabeth came to power in15558. She was an astute ruler who realized her country could not endure this religious turmoil. She repealed Mary’s laws but did not return to Edward’s Protestantism but worked towards compromise. She retained as many aspects of Catholicism as possible while putting the foundations of Protestantism in place. It was her skill as a politician that made this work even though most nobles were Catholic. Any attempts to assassinate her were ended with the execution of her cousin Mary. Elizabeth allowed the Puritans to participate in Parliament. She also allowed them to set up congregations and practice Calvinist beliefs as long as they acknowledged her as queen. Elizabeth’s skillful use of compromise and her political shrewdness allowed her reign to be long and successful. This would change with her death and the arrival of the Stuart kings.

So who were the Puritans and what did they believe?
 
 The Puritans were members of the Church of England.  They wanted to purify the Church of England of all remnants of Catholicism. They did not wish to separate but, only wanted to reform and conform the church to the word of God in government, worship and practice. (Hulse 2)  An extreme group of Puritans did want to separate. They were known as the Separatists. The Puritans believed that the Bible was God’s law. It provided a life plan for all aspect such as marriage, raising children, the teachers, doctors, lawyers, farmers, businessmen, bankers, military and shopkeepers. Things of this world are cursed or tarnished. He Puritan leaders were well educated and often had positions of authority. They also believed in predestination, that one could not choose salvation.  They also believed in a covenant or contract between God and the elect. The number of followers was large. Many were or had been members of Parliament. Life for the Puritans was fine during the reign of Elizabeth but, changed with the onset of the Stuart kings in England.

Puritans and the Stuarts
 
  James I became the king of England on the death of Elizabeth. He was already King of Scotland. He would rule for twenty-two years Great Britain until1625. There was no love lost between the English and Scots. He inherited a country with filled with tension between Catholics and Protestants and Church of England and Puritans. He distrusted Catholics from his years in Scotland. James believed in the theory of divine right and had little regard for Parliament. (“The Puritans” 1) His spending and his ignoring of nobles concerns kept him at odds with Parliament. He disliked Catholics because of the Gun Powder Plot and Puritans as well which lead to the first group leaving for America. The over spending of James upset and angered Parliament. (Don’t forget many members are Puritans) His death in 1625 avoided a civil war. He was replaced by Charles I, who was 25.
 Charles inherited his father’s problem with Parliament, who refused to grant needed revenue to a monarch who would not listen to the nobles concerns. Charles called Parliament into session three times (1625-1629) and dissolved all three. For eleven years Parliament did not meet. The Puritan nobles were enraged when he married a French Catholic princess. It was during this time that a group of Puritans decided to leave England for America and in particular for Massachusetts. Charles’ need for funds force him to call Parliament into sessions known as the Short and Long Parliament. Reaching no agreement; Charles tried to arrest members of Parliament. This led to the outbreak of a civil war in 1642 between the Cavaliers and Roundheads many of whom were Puritans. It was during this difficult reign of Charles I that “the Great Migration” of Puritans left England to arrive in Salem and Boston Massachusetts.

Economic Conditions in Great Britain

  Along with the political and religious issues in Great Britain the nation had also experienced and agricultural revolution. This in turn led to increase food production which led to a dramatic population increase during this time. Also creating the demand for more land which was not available in England. It was during the reign of Elizabeth I that the colonization of the New World was begun. The defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 was the catalyst for this new venture. A new business format was developed, the joint stock company forerunner to modern day corporation to finance the New World adventures. This new format provided limited liability for investors.  There was now a source for those who wanted profit and an outlet for their energies. (Andrews 2) The first of these undertakings was the colony of Jamestown in 1607 founded by the London Company. After a few shaky years the colony was off and running especially after the introduction of tobacco. This migration to Virginia was followed by the group known as the Pilgrims or Separatist in 1620. They decision was based on religion and not profit. Most were artisans and tenant farmers. They had for a time tried living in the Holland but were unhappy that their children were losing their English customs. Unable to afford such an undertaking they sought the assistance of the London Company but unable to work it out they went to the Virginia Company of Plymouth. (Andrews 9) This also didn’t work out. So they formed a partnership with merchants to form a joint stock company. In November 1620, they reached New England in particular Plymouth. Since they had not been given a grant, they wrote their own covenant, The Mayflower Compact. This gave the birth of the New England town meeting. The first winter was difficult and half died. In the spring, Native Americans arrived to help. The aide of the Native Americans such as Squanto, Samoset and Massasoit ensured a good harvest and resulted in the celebration we now call Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims were able to pay off their debt but, never grew to the size of their neighbor Massachusetts Bay. Plymouth was absorbed into Massachusetts Bay in 1691.

The Establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony by the Puritans

  In March of 1629, the Massachusetts Bay Company a corporation was formed by twenty-six men for a profit motive. The company was quickly passed to those who had a religious motive, the Puritans. This coincided with political turmoil in England. The Puritans were often the target of the monarch. (Andrews 28). John Winthrop who had suffered financial losses, family death and loose of his job began to look towards America for a solution and joined the Mass Bay Company. He soon became the governor and got a change of charter and company to New England. Seven ships filled with colonists set sail in March of 1630. Seven hundred Puritans did not reach Salem until June or July. (Andrews 29). The first went to Charlestown but, left there for Boston because of a lack of running water. During the first year, 2,000 immigrants arrived from England on seventeen ships. By 1640 over 20,000 had immigrated to Massachusetts Bay. The colonists dispersed quickly forming towns like Roxbury, Dorchester, Cambridge and Watertown. These were religious and civil communities with their own minister and elected civil officials who lived in the towns. Settlements grew quickly with residents being purely English, Puritans and middle class. There were a few Irishmen, Jews and Negro from the Islands. For the most part the leaders of these towns were educated. In difficult times the Puritans stayed for civil and religious independence. (Andrews 37)
Each town had its own church, clergy, teacher and covenant, thus making each town an independent Congregational community. Freemen, who were church members were allowed to elect officials, make laws, enforce those laws, tax, raise money and disperse land. The General Court was the legislative assembly. It would be wrong to assume that Massachusetts was a democracy. In the early years it was an oligarchy based on theology because of this some did leave like Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson. This discord greatly strained the colony. The colony was able to survive this because Cromwell had come to power in England. It is at this time that the town of Dedham is established in 1636 the same year as Rhode Island and Connecticut were founded by those who were unhappy in Massachusetts. Dedham, a self governing community, the town was the center of New England life. It was a religious community which dispersed the land, made its laws and elected its own officials. The actual history of Dedham begins with Puritans who had settled in Watertown. In 1635, Watertown began giving land grants to new arrivals to protect the property rights of the earlier settlers. (Hanson 12) This gave the town fathers the right to chose who could settle there. It also required the purchase of the land. The new towns were also required to help with mutual defense. (Hanson 13) The General Court, also known as the colonial assembly offered outright grants of land. One of these define was Dedham. This was awarded to twelve families. The Dedham settlers wanted “a ordered and realistic society based on the needs and functions of men.” (Hanson 16) Dedham was first named Contentment. It was a closed community. The founders decided who could settle in Dedham. They had a Covenant in which the social ideals were outlined. Until 1680 all settlers were expected to sign the Covenant. Their idea was to practice Christian love in their daily life. (Lockridge 5) The signers were from a variety of occupations for example miller, linen weaver and butcher. They came from all over England. Before arriving in American they probably had no contact with each other. Each was given three and half square miles. Dedham’s original grant was 144 square miles. Dedham boundaries were settled by a United States Supreme Court decision in1846. (Hanson, 22) Thomas Bartlett was given the task of surveying and dividing the land. Land was the major reason people moved to Dedham. There were open spaces for raising cattle. (Hanson 28) The primary economic activity of Dedham was agriculture, substance farming. There was plenty of food, fish, wild fowl, ducks, geese, deer, bear and rabbit. Some of the thirty who purchased land never occupied it and eventually lost it. (Hanson 32) Dedham was organized as a society, a communal community and not just a town. (Smith 14) Dedham used the allotment of land to shape society. This enabled them to hold to Puritan culture. (Lockridge.10)  Non Puritans were welcomed if their skills were needed by the town. (Lockridge 8)   People who chose not to stay in Dedham were usually nonconformists like, Henry Phillips, and William Bearston. (Lockridge 68) Stocks and whipping posts were part of the community. The crime rate for the first twenty years in Dedham was zero. (Smith, 15) Dedham had a hierarchal society and land was assigned based on a man’s rank and quality. (Lockridge, 12)  Only 3,000 acres were given away in the first twenty years. This kept the community in close contact and prevented isolationism. The allotment of land enabled the founders to shape and limit the ideal society. ( Lockridge 10) The sense of community can be seen when a town man’s family hit on economic difficulty they were assisted by the town.  Lockridge says Dedham was a Christian, utopian, closed, cooperate community. Dedham was not a theocracy because clergy were not the only civil leaders. The selectmen were the most powerful men in the town. They were usually wealthy and church members. Seventy percent of the males who paid taxes voted in 1647. (Lockridge 47)  There as no diversity in Dedham only ideological pluralism because local society was simple, stable and patriarchal. (Lockridge.72) Immigration and emigration was limited. (Lockridge 140). This is the Dedham of Jonathan Fairbanks.

Jonathan Fairbanks One of the First Settlers of Dedham
  
 The name of Fairbanks is familiar to many who live in this area because of the Fairbanks Homestead located at 511 East Street in Dedham, the oldest wooden framed house in America. However most of us know little or nothing about Jonathan Fairbanks one of the original settlers to Dedham and the builder of the first portion of the home. So who is Jonathan Fairbanks?  Did you know that he is an ancestor of George Bush, William Howard Taft, Emily Dickinson and Margaret Mead?  (nationmaster. com 1) Why did he leave England and immigrate to America? What was life like for this man as a first generation to America? Did he have to face similar problems as later immigrants to Massachusetts did, like the Irish and Germans in the mid 1800’s? Jonathan was born in Heptonstall, Halifax in Yorkshire England in 1595.  He was the son of George Fairbank and Mary Farrer. We know little of his family. He married Grace Smith in Halifax Parish Yorkshire England in 1617.  He is said to have had a fair education. He was blessed with common sense and sound judgment. He had good executive ability. (Fairbanks 18)  He was also a Puritan. He arrived in Boston with his wife and six children, four sons and two daughters, in 1633 on board the “Griffin”. The fact that Jonathan was able to bring his wife and six children indicates that he was better off financially then most immigrants. Another indication that Jonathan was of above average means was the fact that he brought with him to America ship’s timber that was to be used as the main beam in his new home and   windows. There is no record that Jonathan and his wife had any children born in America. Jonathan and his brother, Richard, were residents of Watertown however only Jonathan was part of the group that petitioned the General Court for a land grant because they felt Watertown was overcrowd. He moved to Dedham in 1636 and signed the Covenant. The founders wanted “ordered and realistic society based on the needs and function of men.” (Hanson, 16) We know he was part of the first assembly in Dedham on March 28, 1637. (Fairbanks 13)  On the land he was given twelve acre lot and four acres of swamp on the Pequot path to Connecticut, he built a portion of the Fairbanks home. His land was in the exact center of the Dedham community. This home was valued at 28 pounds sterling in1648. (Walker 1)  Jonathan held minor town offices and was chosen selectman in 1658. Selectmen were seen as the most powerful men in town.   He was admitted into the church in 1646. He helped prepare other wilderness settlements in Dedham like Medfield. In 1636 Dedham residents were called to assist in dealing with the Pequot Indians. It can be assumed that Jonathan and or his sons were involved although there is no record. In 1661 the town’s dealing with the Native Americans came to the forefront when the town was force by the General Court to give 2,000 cres of Dedham land to Indians living in Natick. This was part of the “Praying Towns”. Eventually, in 1661 Dedham sued after giving up any hope of a friendly solution. Again it can be assumed that Jonathan as a leading member of the community was involved in this. However there is no record. that I could find. According to Hanson factionalism had arrived in Dedham. The area was affected by King Philip’s War in 1675. In the area where, Jonathan lived there are no records of any attacks from 1636, because of the openness of the terrain. It is not known if Jonathan had personal contact with Native Americans but we do know that his son petitioned the court 1n 1676 to buy a twelve year old Indian girl as a slave. (Fairbanks 34)  There is no record that Jonathan had slaves. In fact there is no record that any of the early settlers of Dedham had slaves.  In 1658 when Quakers came to Dedham, they were apprehended and taken to Boston. Dedham did not experience any witch burnings. (Hanson 58) One issue that Jonathan had to deal with as a town leader was emigration and the establishment of new towns from 1649 on. (Hanson 69) These new settlements would eventually want their own meeting house and would ask the General Court to incorporate. It can also be assumed that Jonathan was involved with the establishment of the first tax supported public school in America in 1647 as a voting member of the town meetings. Jonathan died in December of 1668. There is some question as to where he died Sherborn or Dedham. It has been recorded that the cause of death was drowning. (burrcook.com l) He left a will, passing his land on to his oldest son Jonathan. Jonathan senior believed in primogeniture. (Fairbanks 13) It is also interesting to note that in his will Jonathan spelled his last name “Farcbanck.”

Conclusion  

 Jonathan Fairbanks like many immigrants since 1633 faced similar reasons to immigrate to a new country.  His motives seem to be religious and political. Jonathan however, did not have to suffer financially. Given the evidence I came across he was able to afford this adventure to America. He was not forced to take menial jobs. He was not discriminated against. He was not subject to prejudice. This is because he came to a close community of Puritans. Perhaps others who came to Dedham like the Quakers or other nonconformists like Hooker, Williams or Hutchinson did. Jonathan became an active member of his new community unlike the experience of later immigrants. Jonathan did not need to assimilate into society rather he shaped the community. I am sure that the Fairbanks family faced hardships in America but not nearly as difficult as later arrivals. Even his children seem to fare well. This may in part be due to the abundance of land available in the original Dedham. Motives for Jonathan Fairbanks to move are similar to other immigrants throughout our history.
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