Welcome to America!
Teen-centered Welcome Kit project
	Teacher: Rachel Dudley                                                Course/Subject: U.S. History

	Grade(s) 10-11                               #students                          # with IEP, 504

	Date and length of class: Project: could take 1-2 class periods for research, then assign as much time as needed to complete the project. This might be a term 4 project in my U.S. history class.

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s):
· What information would be important for immigrants to know about modern America?
· How would you advise a student new to the country and new to Dedham High school about teen life in America?

	Materials/Resources Needed:
· Explanation worksheet
· Completed model from a previous year
· Paper for brainstorming

· Computers

	Learning Standards Addressed (from MA Curriculum Frameworks or Local Standards)

Expanding on the following to bring it into the 21st century:

· US II.30: Describe some of the major economic and social trends of the late 20th century

	Lesson Objectives (If applicable, include specific high level skills and concepts.)

· Students will be able to research important aspects of American society (Context)
· Students will be able to collect items that would be important to include for a teen “Welcome Kit”

· Students will be able to analyze different aspects of 21st century American culture to assess what is important to know or have access to when coming to America (Complexity)
· Students will be able to defend the choices they made for their “Welcome Kit”

	Setting the Stage (Activate, Review, Generate Interest, State Objectives and Agenda)

· Post objectives and agenda on front white board
· Activate prior knowledge about immigration in America
· Review WebQuest on “Lost Boys”

· Generate interest through brainstorming questions: What devices and other aspects of American culture could you not live without? Why? If you were going abroad for a year, what would you absolutely have to bring with you?
· Once students had responses, we would have a brief class discussion about their items

	Instructional Strategies: Acquisition and Consolidation of Skills/Knowledge (Explanation, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided and Independent Practice)

· This project would be assigned as an out of class project due in a couple of weeks.
· Project would be explained in class: Put together a “Welcome Kit” for teens new to America and Dedham High. The kit should contain 8-10 items and a written explanation of why each is important to understanding 21st century American life. The kit should be contained in an attractive container that relates to the project in some way, and all of the items must be physically represented in some way.

· Explain timeline: Due date, class time/computer access dates, etc.

· After completing this 1 year, I would have models to show the students to give them a better understanding of my expectations.

· After explaining the project, I would check for understanding by having the kids brainstorm ideas for their kit for 5-7 minutes. 
· As they brainstormed I would monitor their progress and make sure they were on the right track.

· After the brainstorm period was over, I would have the students reflect on their list: are there non-essential things on the list that can be eliminated?  Are there things that only reflect the student’s interest and is not representative of American society as a whole? Are there things from different aspects of American society: culture, music, sports, film, hobbies, entertainment, etc.?

· I would ask some students to share their lists or portions of their lists for ideas.

· I would continue to ask students to update their list over the next 2-3 class periods until they felt they had enough things from which to choose.

· Over the next few weeks I would schedule at least two computer class periods where students could do research or work on their written explanations.



	Closure (Summarize, Review, Homework, Preview Next Day)

· I would ask one student to summarize the project back to me to check for understanding.
· I would remind them of their timelines and continue to work with them at the beginning of class the next 2-3 days.

	Assessment/ Evidence of Learning

· Completed “Welcome Kit” with written explanation of each item in the kit and why it is important for teen life in the 21st century


1. How do/did you determine students’ prior knowledge?

· Brainstorming

· Focus questions with discussion

2. What have you planned to ensure that all students receive instruction appropriate to their needs and interests?

· Monitoring their progress on the project

· Frequent reminders of deadlines

· Begin classes with a period when students can ask questions about the projects

