Introduction:
	In our unit on the immigrant experience in the Greater Boston area we will explore immigration and its effects from the very beginning of American history to the 21st century.  We will focus on the colonial, pre-Civil War, post-World War I, and modern time periods in our papers and in the unit.  These diverse periods will allow us to compare and contrast immigration throughout our United States History curriculum.  This will enrich our students understanding of immigration over the two years that they study American history and allow them the knowledge to draw parallels to their own family history or immigrant experience.  
	Our unit will focus on reasons why people leave their native country, reasons that people come to the United States, hardships they face upon arrival, nativism, and ways that they respond to the problems that they encounter.  We feel that this unit is especially important because of ongoing immigration tensions that arise from misunderstandings between different segments in society.  In order for students to understand the present it is imperative that they understand the past. 
	We will open our unit with an introductory activity where students place themselves in the role of an immigrant.  We will then each create two lessons on our particular time period.  These lessons will incorporate the “five C” model, S.I.G.H.T. model, primary source documents, technology, and individual research.   
	
