TEC Teacher Licensure Program
Daily Lesson Plan

Title of Lesson:  Causality of Guilt, Sacco and Vanzetti
	Teacher:  Amy Lydon                                                     Course/Subject:  U.S. History II

	Grade(s):  11                             #students:  20                       # with IEP, 504B:  2

	Date and length of class:  May 8, 2009/64 minutes/lesson plan will take three class periods                                

	Unit/Theme/Topic(s)/ Focus Question(s)
Unit:  Post-World War I America
Topic:  The Sacco and Vanzetti Trial
Focus Question:  Was the outcome of the Sacco and Vanzetti trial a product of their political beliefs?


	Materials/Resources Needed:
1. Computers with PowerPoint
2. The Internet
3. Library (book sources)


	Learning Standards Addressed:
USII.10 Describe how the battle between traditionalism and modernity manifested itself in the major historical trends and events after World War I and throughout the 1920s. (H) 

A. the Boston police strike in 1919 
B. the Red Scare and Sacco and Vanzetti 
C. racial and ethnic tensions 
D. the Scopes Trial and the debate over Darwin’s On the Origins of Species
E. Prohibition 


	Lesson Objectives:
Skill Development Objectives:
1.  Understanding context and causality
2. Develop higher order thinking skills
3. Develop critical thinking skills
4. Developing thesis and drawing conclusions
5. Develop research skills/citation skills
6. Develop technical/computer skills
7. Develop interpersonal relationship skills
8. Develop writing skills
9. Develop public speaking skills
Content Objectives:
1. Students will understand the political climate in the years after World War I.
2. Students will learn background information about Sacco and Vanzetti
3. Students will learn about the crime that Sacco and Vanzetti were accused of committing
4. Students will learn about the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti
5. Students will learn about the aftermath of the trials
6. Students will be able to draw conclusions based on what they learned and state opinion on the focus question above.

	Setting the Stage:
1. Short quiz on political climate of the year 1919/”Red” Scare (reference previous lesson plan)
2. Students will be divided into groups of two and told that they will be moving to the computer laboratory/library to develop a PowerPoint project based on the research they do on the Sacco and Vanzetti trial.
3. Students will be given instructions once arriving in the library.


	Instructional Strategies: 
Students will be given the following instructions that will also be provided to them on a lesson sheet.
1. Students should collect at least three sources on the Sacco and Vanzetti case.  At least one of those sources must be a non-electronic source.  The sources should include background information on Sacco and Vanzetti, information about the crime that they were accused of committing, information about the trial, and information about the aftermath of the trial.
2. Students will then design a PowerPoint on the research that they have gathered.  The PowerPoint should include the following slides/information:
a. Background on Sacco and Vanzetti
b. The Crime
c. The Trial
d. Appeals/Execution
e. Protest
f. Primary sources/pictures
3. The last slide in the PowerPoint should be the group’s conclusion on the focus question was the outcome of the Sacco and Vanzetti trial a product of their political beliefs?
4. Any information students gain from sources should be documented within their slides and should be included in a works cited page at the end of the presentation.
5. Groups will then present their PowerPoint projects to the class.
6. The class will have time at the end of each presentation to question/debate students on the conclusion they drew.  


	Closure and Assessment:
1. The PowerPoint projects will be based on the following rubric:

	
	5
	3
	1

	Organization
	PowerPoint exhibits excellent organization through logical and coherent structure
	PowerPoint exhibits fair organization through somewhat logical and coherent structure
	PowerPoint exhibits poor organization in structure

	Evidence
	PowerPoint provides excellent and sufficient factual evidence
	PowerPoint provides fair and sufficient factual evidence
	PowerPoint provides poor and insufficient factual evidence

	Explanation 
	PowerPoint displays excellent integration and explanation of facts
	PowerPoint displays fair integration and explanation of facts
	PowerPoint displays poor integration and explanation of facts

	Presentation 
	All group members involved in well-rehearsed presentation; group understands information and is able to expand on information on slides
	Some group members involved in well-rehearsed presentation; group is somewhat able to expand on information on slides
	Some group members involved in poor presentation; group members do not understand material being presented or were fooling around during presentation and/or class time given to work on presentation



2. For homework students will write a one-page paper on whether or not they stood by their project conclusion based on the focus question or if they were swayed by other groups project conclusions.




1. How do/did you determine students’ prior knowledge?
· By assessing warm-up activity on political climate after World War I and the “Red” Scare
2. What have you planned to ensure that all students receive instruction appropriate to their needs and interests?
· I will make sure that students partners are compatible with their learning needs
· I will make sure that students with disabilities have project outline early so that they can go over project with both their SPED liaison and myself so that we can problem shot potential issues they might have
· I am incorporating modern technology, which activates student interest level

